MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 18th February 2013
1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mrs G Soanes, Mr P Button, Mr B Shelton, Mr M Straw, Mr R Leach, Mrs T Townend, Miss M Wright, & Cllr M Barnard and 6 parishioners were present.

2. Apologies:  Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr C Law & PCSO Sue Kershaw


3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 21st January 2013 were approved and signed.

4. Declaration of interests: No interests were declared.

5. Clerk’s Report
The Dog Bin has been purchased and installed, thanks to Brian for his assistance.
I have new mandate forms for the bank account which will need to be completed and signed by Graham, John & Mick.
I was contacted by Mr Devereux of The Yews, who wished to apologise for his overhanging trees and thank the parishioner for bringing it to his attention. 

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:
A parishioner requested that a Litter Pick was arranged for the village due to the amount of litter that has accumulated since Christmas.  This was approved by all present and a date set for 16th March 2013, meeting at Village Hall at 0930.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to put poster on notice boards and request pickers and bags from Cllr Ashdown
G Soanes to e-mail Scouts and request their assistance.

Parishioner reported the appearance of several pot holes on the roads around the village.  It was suggested that he report these via Highways website where he would be given a reference number and can follow-up on action taken.

The collection of water at the entrance to the Village Hall was also reported which covers the path and some of the road.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr Barnard to look into this and see what action can be taken.


7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors): 

M Wright reported that the current position with the Market Lane flooding was that funding decision still pending.  

She has also been asked to raise the number of cars speeding along Market Lane and the state of the footpaths in the village.  
It was felt that all footpaths were suffering from the excessive amount of rain which has fallen in recent months and B Shelton stated that the new Speed Indicator would be on Market Lane tomorrow.

T Townend made an observation that street lights in the village do not go out at night.  Cllr Barnard said that in the main street lights were supposed to go out at night except in areas where it would be deemed dangerous and the fact that the lights do not go out could be reported.  It was decided to take no action.

J Nichols reported that a parishioner was concerned regarding the presence of asbestos at Fairwind, Hall Lane which is due to be demolished.  J. Nichols had investigated the situation with Chris Green (Planning Dept) and Badger Builders Contracts Manager.  Asbestos had been identified at the site and a plan for safe removal has been seen and approved by the Health and Safety Executive.

B Shelton confirmed the new dog bin had been installed and said that the dog bins in Lound were emptied by the council.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr Barnard to investigate whether or not Blundeston dog bins are on list of bins to be emptied.
B. Shelton also showed all present the new speed indicator that is being shared amongst the Northern Parishes, and confirmed that all sites used have been approved.

R Leech stated that a horse has been riding on the Millennium Green and cutting up the grass.
ACTION ITEM:  P Button to speak to Kevin Jones and ensure that gates to Green are locked.  New locks to be purchased if required.

P Button confirmed that drainage work at Copperfield Terrace had been completed and requested e-mail of thanks sent to Mike Ling at Highways for his prompt action in this regard.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to e-mail Mike Ling.


8. Police Report

There were no crimes for Flixton and 3 for Blundeston.  A Burglary on 24th January 2013 in the early evening, this occurred at a property in The Street, a TV, electric items and jewellery were taken, the investigation is still ongoing.  Arson of vehicle, and interference to a motor vehicle were the other two.  Burglaries are a very nasty crime, and personal effects that are taken are heart breaking.  Suffolk police advise all residents to review their property starting from the outside working in, alarms are often the best deterrent and if anything or anyone is acting suspiciously please dial 999.

There is a vacancy for a neighbourhood watch coordinator for The Street, please contact Sue Kershaw for more details.  She is very happy to review residents security and offer advice, please call 101.  

Sue also provided an update regarding the Parking Restrictions along Church Lane that she received from Keith Samson, Highways Dept, as follows:-

The only double yellow lines proposed in Church Road are around the junction with Dickens Court.  The remainder of the restrictions will be by single yellow lines which will only apply for a few hours in the morning and a few hours in the afternoon during school days.  The works orders to install the yellow lines and associated signing have been issued and they are awaiting confirmation from the contractors when these works will be carried out.

Any new requests for restrictions would have to be via a new traffic regulation order.  At this stage it is not known if the parents will choose to park on the south side of Church Road once the new restrictions have been implemented.  If this becomes a problem then they will look to resolve this by further restrictions, however, they would rather only do this on evidence of a problem occurring.  Due to the local elections any new requested restrictions would have to be approved and funded by the new County Councillors after May.  This means that any new restrictions would not be implemented until at least the Autumn.

9. District Councillors Report: (in his absence)

Paul would like to thank John Blowers for all the work he has done for the parish over many many years, he has always been a stalwart of Blundeston.

10. County Councillors Report: 

Cll Barnard confirmed the meeting to review plans for the Northern Spine Road and Beccles Southern Spine Road are to be held on 20th February, they will then be available at the Library from 7th March.  He confirmed Care UK have received the go ahead for the new care home on the old Roman Hill site, current residents of Blyford will be offered places.  He confirmed Lound Road and the Street have been added to the gritting schedule.  The County Council have agreed to freeze Council Tax for the next 4 years.  Waveney & Suffolk County Council have agreed the building of new joint offices on River Side Road and have appointed a project manager and architects.

11. Planning:.
Mr Nigel Searby, Greenacres, Church Road, Blundeston, Construction of front extension plan was reviewed and approved.

Previous Applications which have been approved:- HM Prison, 2 antennas &Change of use

12. Finances: The following finances were approved
Mrs S Jermy – Clerk’s salary £289.16 (Jan & Feb),
Mrs  S Jermy – Clerk’s expenses £201.12 (mileage to training course, filing cabinet, telephone & stamps) 
Earth Anchors Ltd – Dog Bin - £137.94

13. Standing Orders
It was agreed to adopted the draft Standing Orders that had been distributed before the meeting.

14. Website
ACTION ITEM: It was agreed that the Clerk would contact SALC and find out exactly what information should be placed on website and that this would be reviewed at the April meeting.

15. John Blowers – Tribute
J Nichols had spoken to John and he would like a tree placed as near as possible to that of his wife’s.  
ACTION ITEM: J Nichols will confirm with John what variety of tree he would like and what he would like on the plaque.

16. Parish Council Vacancy
It was agreed by all present to invite Martin Arnold to join the Parish Council.


17. Honors List
ACTION ITEM: J Nichols offered to review the correspondence we have received with a view to possibly nominating J. Blowers for an award and will report back to the other Councillors via e-mail.


18. Nomination for Community Governor – Blundeston Primary School
Two councillors had expressed an interest in becoming a Governor, one with the financial expertise the School is looking for, but neither were prepared to be nominated because the meetings are all held during the day.  It was noted that Joanne Brown the current nominee was still willing to stand.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to contact Jane Liddell and appraise her of the situation in the hope that they are prepared to be more flexible about times of meetings.


19. Sign Prohibiting bikes at the back of Queensway
G Wade confirmed that signs have been ordered.

20. Correspondence

	E-mail
	Suffolk Acre – NHS Foundation Trust – views of users

SALC – Snow Clearing

SALC – LAIS1347 Community Infrastructure Levy

SALC – Precepts

Shaw Trust – Healthwatch Suffolk

Age UK – Telephone Befriending in Rural Waveney

SCC – Update on Footpath repair

Howsham Memorials – War Memorials

SCC – Plans for Lowestoft Northern Spine Road and Beccles Relief Road

Suffolk Coastal – Fit Villages Round up

SALC – Planning Applications

Groundwork – The Greenprint Forum

WDC – Section 106 – Play & Open Space

Broads Authority – Strategic Priorities

WDC – Community Infrastructure Levy

SALC – Burial Authorities

Broads Authority – Broads Outdoors Festival May 4th – 19th
WDC – Section 106 Financial Contributions

SCC – Preview of Public Exhibitions 20/2/13 at 4pm
WDC – Strategic Planning Consultations 

SALC – Norfolk & Suffolk Composting Seminar

Sue Kershaw – Update on Parking Restrictions along Church Road

	Post
	Age UK Suffolk

Suffolk Acre – Update Winter/Spring 2013

Suffolk Acre – Cheaper Energy Together



P Button confirmed that he would be attending the meeting to review plans for the Lowestoft Northern Spine Road and Beccles Relief Road on Wednesday 20th February 2013.

21. Any Other Business

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35 pm
