MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 10th December 2012

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr J Blowers, Mr P Button, Mr B Shelton, Mr M Straw, Mr R Leach, Mrs T Townend, Miss M Wright, & Cllr P Ashdown, 2 parishioners were also present.

2. Apologies: Glenis Soans, Cllr M Barnard & PCSO Sue Kershaw


3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 19th November 2012 were approved and signed.

4. Declaration of interests: No interests were declared.

5. Clerk’s Report:

Clerk received a response from Highways regarding the A12 slip road as follows:-
The current situation is that the acceleration and deceleration lanes are not listed as a HA asset.  It would seem appropriate that the HA should ultimately take responsibility for the acceleration and deceleration lanes and that this forms part of the recommendations put forward.  HA have an A12 main line surfacing scheme planned for 2013/14 which is being extended to cover the acceleration and deceleration lanes.  This will require additional funding beyond the level of their bid and will only be confirmed as a firm scheme for next year when allocations are received.
In the event that emergency work becomes necessary at this junction ahead of the above mentioned surfacing scheme, discussions will be needed to how such works could be funded, as at present this is considered off the HA network and until modification of the contract with Atkins can be agreed, there is no cost effective means of procuring such repairs.

Clerk received a response from Simon Briggs regarding the flooding at Copperfield Terrance saying that he has placed an order to construct an upgraded headwall and to seal the pipe near to number 13.

Clerk has also been advised by Simon Briggs that missing signs have been “dealt with”!

Mike Barnard confirmed that the County Council have contacted to bus company regarding the erratic nature of the service and hopes it will now improve, however if specific times can be recorded in future this will assist in identifying the driver and/or reason for delays.  He also comments that Anglian Water will not be reporting back regarding funding for Market lane flooding problem until January 2013.

Our Insurance company have confirmed that they have no problem with bee hives being placed on the Millennium Green by Bungay Sustainable Community as liability will remain with them as they look after the bees. 

Barbara Shaw has contacted the Clerk regarding the Dog Waste bin at the Street end of the footpath from Market Lane which the bottom has fallen out of, she believes these bins belong to the Parish Council.  She also has a portable typewriter which belongs to the Parish Council and would anybody like it?
ACTION ITEM: Cllr Ashdown agreed to find out whom (if anyone) was responsible for empting the Dog Waste bins and the Clerk agreed to report to the next meeting cost of replacement bin.

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:

Parishioner reported amount of leaves and other debris around the village.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr Ashdown will request street cleaner

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors): 

Mr Straw reported that several of the roads around the village including Market Lane and Short Road have been narrowed due to the effect of encroaching verges and mud on the road surface.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to report to Simon Briggs
Miss Wright confirmed that there was to be no update from Anglian Water regarding the flooding issues until next year, but reported that Anglian Water are still trying to blame the outfall which has been cleared for some months as a partial cause.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to write to Anglian Water and inform them that the outfall is in fact clear.
Miss Wright also requested clarification of the date of December 2013’s meeting as 9th December.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to confirm date with G Soanes
Mr Rees also commented on the need for Road Sweeper round the village and about the amount of rubbish that the refuse men drop when emptying the bins.
Mrs Townend reported that the footpath near Barkis Meadow needed resurfacing as it is slipping into the pond.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to report to John Dawson at SCC
Mr Button reported that the planned work to alleviate flooding at Copperfield Terrace would not work, and that infact both inlet and outlets pipes were either blocked or broken.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr Ashdown to pursue issue
G Wade had received information from “The Rural Coffee Caravan Information Project” which is a Charity established to address issues of rural isolation and promote inclusivity of communities in Suffolk.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to invite Caravan to Blundeston

8. Police Report

Police Report for the Month of November dated 02/12/12
There was one recorded crime for this Month, a theft of metal.  I received a report of a suspicious person on a property in Blundeston Road, please ring 101 with details and a registration plate with direction of travel, this can help us with our enquires.

Christmas message to Clerks please pass on to all councillors.  I would like to thank you all for the support and help in keeping your parishes safe and crime low.  In 2012 crime figures have seen a drop, Suffolk police continue to rely on public information and help.  There have been many changes across Suffolk Police mostly sharing staff and specialists with Norfolk, which is making a stronger team across the borders.  I continue working together with W.D.C and housing agencies, this year I have reported less Fly tipping and would like to praise Waveney Norse for their prompt action to clear our countryside.  Community Speed Watch volunteers continue to give up their valuable time, with the aim to reduce speed across rural north, so a thank you to them all.  The parking in and around our school continue to be an issue with some parents and grandparents not parking away from the school and walking a short distance.  I continually receive complaints from residents and parents that see others abuse the yellow zig zags.  May I wish all councillors and my community a healthy and safe Christmas and a crime free 2013.

9. District Councillors Report: 
Cllr Ashdown reported that he was continuing to push Simon Briggs on all issues still outstanding in addition to finding out who his replacement will be in January 2013.  He has reminded Simon Walker regarding the outstanding Vospa Inspection of the Play Area, and he is hoping to learn more about the new legislation regarding Council Tax/Precept/Funding and the grants available on 19th December 2012 following which he will report to the Clerk.

10. County Councillors Report: 
No report available

11. Planning:.
Two planning applications were reviewed and approved:-
Miss J Cunningham – Pear Tree Cottage, Blundeston - Construction of a two storey side extension
Mr & Mrs S Brown – 6 Flixton Road, Blundeston - Increase in roof height with 4 dormers and 5 roof lights.

12. Finances: The following finances were approved
Mrs S Jermy -  Clerk’s salary £144.58
Salc – Standing Orders Workshop £30.00

13. Chairman for Next Meeting
S Rees agreed to Chair the next meeting

14. Correspondence

	E-mails
	SCC - Mike Barnard – Flooding Copperfield Terrace

SCC - Simon Briggs – Road Surface A12 Slip Road

EDF Energy – Sizewell C Initial Proposals and Options Consultation

P Aldous/Anglian Water – update

WDC – Waveney Business Support Voucher Scheme

Rural Services Network – Leader Programme

SALC – New Council Tax scheme & Reductions

WDC – Sustainable Urban Neighbourhood & Kirkley Waterfront
WDC – Renewable Energy & Sustainable Construction – Working Draft

SCC – Temporary Closure – A1117 Bridge Road nightly on 15 & 16/12/12

WDC – Council Tax Changes

SCC – Waiting Restrictions – Church Road Blundeston

WDC – Waveney Local Development Framework – Community Infrastructure Levy

	Post
	Suffolk Hedgerow Survey 1998 - 2012


15. Any Other Business

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.10 pm
