MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 17th November 2014
1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr B Shelton, Mr P Button, Mrs J Hetherington, Mrs G Soanes, Miss M Wright, Mr M Straw, Mrs T Townend, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr B Poole, Desi Reed (Principle Planner, WDC) and 7 Parishioners were present.

2. Apologies: R Leach, S Rees, Cllr Jacklin

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 20th October 2014 were approved and signed.

4. Declaration of interests: No interests were declared


5. Blundeston Prison Site
Desi Reed provided the meeting with an update on the current situation summarized as follows:-
The Ministry of Justice (MoJ) has instructed Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL) to produce a Planning Document designed to outline the high level principles for the future of the site, which once agreed with the local planning department, would enable to site to be marketed.  Waveney District Council (WDC) have fed through to JLL the options that they, along with the Parish Council and residents would like to be considered, namely: retention of industrial units and astro turf pitch, pre-school/school move, care home, allotments, along with limited residential development appropriate to size of local area.  In the event the document that was received, several months late, recommended residential development on the site of between 150 – 180 homes.  This in its current form is obviously unacceptable and an interactive process is now commencing between JLL & WDC to reach agreement.  The major concern would appear to be viability with the cost of clearing the site estimated to be in the region of £2 million.  This would be covered by a large residential development, however Blundeston’s infrastructure could not cope with a development of this size.  The school is currently near capacity, but the cost of a new school is in the region of £5-6 million.  Peter Aldous MP has written to Chris Grayling (MOD) to request assistance with the cost of site clearance and WDC are also looking into other possibilities in this area.  JLL have agreed to revise the Planning Document which WDC are hoping to receive in the next two weeks.  Upon receipt a meeting with WDC and the Parish Council sub-committee will be arranged.

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:
No issues raised

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors)

T Townend reported that vehicles related to the Badger Builders development on Hall Road were parking on the grass verge and causing damage.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to write to Badger Builders.

T Towend also reported that the hedge belonging to John Hart Church Lane/The Street needed trimming.
ACTION ITEM: G Wade agreed to talk to him.

M Wright reported the narrowing of the width due to verge ingress on Market Lane.  This is an issue that has been raised many times.  Cllr B Poole reported that he has discussed the issue with Graham Newman of Highways and the cost of restoring is too high and that they try and regain the width when resurfacing the road, however he did not know when this was likely to be.

M Wright also requested an update regarding the flooding on market lane.  Cllr P Ashdown reported that Mark Kerridge thought that the situation had been resolved and that Anglian Water had replaced the pipe from the pond down Market Lane.  It was confirmed that despite Anglian Water accepting responsibility this had not happen.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown to progress

J Nichols reported that the drains and grips needed clearing down Market Lane to prevent flooding on road.  This was also raised as an issue along Jay Lane to A12.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to write to Environmental Agency

J Nichols also asked for an update on his request for a speed limit to be installed along road between Oulton and Park Hill.  Cllr B Poole stated that all speed limits were being revised and Cllr P Ashdown said he would take the matter up with the Safer Neighbourhood Team.

B Shelton reported the damage that had been done to the shelter on the skate park.  He has completed some of the repairs himself but requested help to right the structure.  P Button agreed to help and provide lifting gear when the ground had dried out.

P Button reported that several man covers have been raised on the south bound carriageway of A12.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown to report to Highways.


8. Police Report (Report read in absence of D Stranks PC)
David Stranks PC reported that no crimes have been recorded for Blundeston since 1/11/14.  The last one recorded that he was aware of is the damage to the shelter behind the hall on the skate park.

9. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown)
Cllr P Ashdown thanked those who had participated in the Village Quiz.

10. County Councillors Report: (Cllr B Poole) 
Cllr B Poole reported that when making enquiries regarding new signs he had been informed that it was the responsibility of the developers or WDC.


11. Planning.
The sub-committee met to review the following plan:-  
Treadwell Developments, Part Side Garden, 30th The Street – Outline permission for construction of a detached house with integral garage. 
Both J Nichols & T Townend declared an interest and withdrew from discussion.  The plans were agreed with the following comments:-
Whilst outline planning permission is agreed the Parish Council would like some assurances regarding the further development of this site.  The parish Council are expecting the proposed dwelling to be in keeping with the street scene in that area and sympathetic, in terms of design and brick colour, to the historic “Holly House”, on the now adjacent plot.  We look forward to receiving the final proposal for this site and would like an assurance that the plans will be sent to the Parish Council in time for them to be considered at a full Parish Council Meeting.

11. Geocaching – Blundeston Phone Box
Simon Groom attended the meeting and explained that Geocaching was a form of Treasure Hunt, and he was requesting permission to hide a small plastic container in the Telephone Box on Queensway which would be hunted for via GPS signals.  This request was approved by those present.

12. Finances: The following finances were approved
Mrs S Jermy – Clerks Salary £146.09 paid by Standing Order
Royal British Legion – Wreath £20.00

13. Correspondence
	E-mail
	Ken Ward – Service of Remembrance

SALC – Scam Warning from Police

WDC – Rough Sleeper Estimate

SCC – Winter Gritting Workshop


NHS Great Yarmouth – Integrated health and social care system

SALC – Elections for 3 posts on the NALC Smaller Councils Committee
Health Watch Suffolk – Patients discharges from care premises in Suffolk

Peter Aldous – Ltr to Chris Grayling MP re Prison Site

	
	


14. Any other Business

The next meeting is schedules for 8th December 2014.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50 pm
