MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 18th November 2013
1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mrs G Soanes, Mrs T Townend, Mr P Button, Mr B Shelton, Mr M Straw, Miss M Wright, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr L Jacklin & Cllr B Poole, 14 parishioners were present.

2. Apologies: Mr R Leech, Mr M Arnold & PCSO S Kershaw

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 21st October 2013 were approved and signed.

4. Declaration of interests: No interests were declared


5. Clerks Report
The Clerk confirmed that she had entered a nil return regarding the Rough Sleeper Estimate for the Parish.

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:
Confirmation of minutes of last month’s meeting which mentioned that a village sign was in need of repair was requested.  
IT WAS CONFIRMED that the sign in question was the one on Queensway, it was also noted that K Jones had still to replace the top of the main village sign.

An update on the future of the Prison site was requested.  
IT WAS CONFIRMED that other than confirmation of the security that was to be put in place no information had been received.  IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk should write a letter to Mr Chris Grayling (Prisons Minister, copied to Peter Aldous MP) registering our interest in future plans for the site and that we would like to be included in any consultation process.  P Ashdown will request a copy of the Planning Policy at a meeting on 11/12/13.
IT WAS AGREED that Blundeston Prison will remain on the Agenda until its future is decided.

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors)
M Wright requested an update on the restocking of fish in the pond.  John Nichols said that Anglian Water had reneged on their commitment.  The Parish Council are unable to restock due to the need of a licence.  
John Nichols agreed to contact Anglian Water again.

M Wright also asked if the road sweeper could be organised to sweep the road as most of the leaves have fallen.
ACTION ITEM: Paul Ashdown to put in a request.

S Rees confirmed that trees requested from Woodland Trust had arrived.
IT WAS AGREED that he and J Nichols would decide where the trees would be planted and plant them.

J Nichols commented that when the Visitor Centre of the Prison was opened the Chairman of the Parish Council presented them with a picture and a plaque.
IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk would write to the Governor and request these items be returned and displayed in the Village Hall.

B Shelton provided an update on the repairs being carried out to play park equipment by SOLD.  He also commented on the damage caused to the grass verge by a crane at new development in Hall Lane.
IT WAS AGREED that B Shelton would ask developer to repair damage caused.

8. Police Report (Report read in absence of PCSO Sue Kershaw)
There were no crimes for Flixton and one for Blundeston, this was a Burglary Other – tools taken from a shed.  Sue has patrolled Church Road reference parking near the school, two parking tickets were issued to vehicles parked in the restricted area, this carries a fine of £30.  The issue of vehicles parking on the pavement and causing an obstruction in The Street was raised at the last meeting, Sue has patrolled the village and not witnessed any offences.  S.C.C and W.D.C Councillor Leonard Jacklin, accompanied Sue on an afternoon patrol and visited Church Road to view the parking and other areas of North Lowestoft.  Sue visited the Happy Circle Club and advised about Halloween and November 5th and other crime prevention matters.  The Brownie pack were working towards their Road Safety Badge, Sue attended and spoke of keeping safe and the girls had a chance to do finger prints.  Sue has received two complaints of motor cyclist riding without helmets and being a nuisance, she has passed the information onto the traffic unit and patrolled the area but nothing seen.

9. District Councillors Report: 
Cllr P Ashdown provided an update on the decision to try and get The Mill listed.  He confirmed that it was felt to be “touch & Go” and that WDC were not prepared to issue a temporary preservation order.  M Wright confirmed that all necessary forms required to request listing had been completed and submitted.
Cllr P Ashdown commented that the Village Quiz held on 4th November had been a very competitive and enjoyable evening.
He also confirmed that he had again chased Suffolk County Council regarding the overhanging trees in Lound Road.

10. County Councillors Report: 
Cllr B Poole stated that he and Cllr Jacklin would be happy to allocate some of their locality budget towards the cost of the ditch clearance invoice of £900, and asked for a formal request from the Parish Council.

11. Planning 
Plans relating to the Northern Spine Road Roundabout were reviewed which showed the roundabout at the Corton end rather than the original traffic lights, all agreed this was an improvement.
J. Nichols also reported the decision of the Planning Sub-Committee relating to a planning application which was turned down from Mr D Spooner for a four bed house adjacent to Wishing Well Cottage Blundeston.  Reason as follows:-
a)
This large detached house, with its back to the road, represents gross over development of a small site and takes over the garden of Wishing Well Cottage.
b)
The proposed dwelling is undesirable backland development of this small site which is of historical significance to the village.  Wishing Well Cottage, formally known as Blue Gate Cottage and also as 7 Lound Road dates back to the late 18th/early 19th Century and is generally recognised as the oldest surviving cottage in Blundeston.
c)
Wishing Well Cottage is a small dwelling which will be completely dwarfed by this house and completely hidden from view from Lound Road.

Planning Approval Received:-
Mr M Jary, The Rookery – Conversion of Stable Block

12. Village Hall Caretaker
It was reported that the Village Hall Caretaker was leaving at the end of the year after 35 years service and that a new caretaker had been appointed.
ACTION ITEM: P Ashdown to find out if Parish Council funds were allowed to be used to make a contribution towards a retirement gift.

13. Finances: The following finances were approved
Mrs S Jermy – Clerks Salary £146.09
MR B L Shelton - £374.16 – Items for repair of Play Park Equip (Pole, Paint & Buffalo Boards) to be reclaimed from Section 106 Monies
Blundeston Building Supplies £900 – Ditch Clearance
Royal British Legion £20 – Wreath
Kevin Jones - £1000 – Grass Cutting

14. Correspondence
	E-mail
	SALC – Sustainable Communities Act

SALC – Deadlines Approaching

SALC – Council Tax Support Funding Survey

Listing Buildings

WDC – East Suffolk Partnership Forum

WDC – Rough Sleeper Estimate

Peter Aldous – Blundeston Prison Closure

SALC Gypsy and Traveller Short Stay Provision across Suffolk

SALC – Elections for 3 Directly  Elected Members of Smaller Councils’ Committee 2014

WDC – Possible Election Costs

Peter Aldous – HMP Blundeston

SCC – Suffolk Better Broadband Programme

SALC – Precepts

Suffolk Coastal – Inter Villages Rounders 2014
SALC – Home Care and Community Meals

	Post
	S George – Future of Blundeston Prison Site

WDC – Community Infrastructure Levy - Leaflet

	
	


15. Any other Business
The Carol Service is being held on 19th December at 19.00, J Nichols agreed to do a reading.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm
