MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 19th October 2015
1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr M Straw, Mr B Shelton, Mrs J Hetherington, Mr P Button, Mr K Blowers, Mr R Leech, Cllr P Ashdown, and 7 Parishioners were present.

2. Apologies: Mrs G Soanes, Miss M Wright, PCSO S Kershaw, Cllr B Poole.


3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 21st September 2015 were approved and signed.

4. Declaration of interests: Mr M Straw expressed an interest in the Planning Application made by Mr M Howchin. 

5. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:
Several of the Parishioners wished to complain about the new Anglian Bus Service timetable that takes effect from 2nd November.  Letters have also been received on this topic.  The new timetable is going to make it difficult, if not impossible, for villagers to get to the hospital and for villagers to get to and from work.  The result being people having to walk along roads with no pavement, cycle route or street lights. 
IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk would express our concerns to Cllr L Jacklin, Cllr B Poole and Peter Aldous MP in the hope that they may be able to apply pressure to get the timetable improved.

A parishioner raised the ongoing problem of parking on Church Road near the school.  He was informed of all the attempts made by the Parish Council in this regard to date.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown offered to meet with the Head Mistress of the School and suggest that a further letter was sent by her to the parents informing them that the speed limit and parking restrictions are there for the safety of the children and should be adhered to and that he would also discuss the matter with PCSO S Kershaw.

A parishioner mentioned that the dog waste bin near Lakeside Rise was broken and had fallen down.
ACTION ITEM: Graham Wade to source replacement.

6. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors)

P Button mentioned that the 3 year grass cutting arrangement with Kevin Jones was shortly to expire and that Kevin was happy to continue for another 3 years at the same rate.  The Clerk requested that the offer be put in writing and all present were happy for the offer to be accepted.

K Blowers commented on the poor state of the slip road onto the A12.  Cllr P Ashdown said that the slip road would be repaired when the A12/A47 was scheduled to be resurfaced.

K Blowers said that a parishioner had requested that the picnic tables on the Play Park be repositioned.  Those present felt that this was not necessary.

B Shelton reported that more timber was rotting on some of the play equipment.
IT WAS AGREED that any items that were deemed to be dangerous should not be repaired but should be removed.  P Button offered to approach Simon Phillips regarding play equipment at Somerleyton to see who had supplied it and how they had obtained funding.

J Hetherington said that she had been given a letter from Ruth Harrowven stating that damage was being caused to her property by large and heavy farm equipment using Flixton Marsh Lane.  It was suggested that R Harrowven contact the farmer directly to discuss her concerns.

J Nichols reported on behalf of the Blundeston Trustees that application forms for Christmas Vouchers from the Trust had been delivered around the village.  These vouchers are for the poor and needy of the village and those eligible should be encouraged to apply.

R Leech offered a 6ft heavy metal bench to the Council.  This offer was accepted by representatives of Blundeston and Bloom and if suitable will be placed near the Barkis Meadow pond.

M Straw raised the ongoing issue of parking on pavements and grass verges around the village.  Overgrown grass and hedges obstructing footpaths and dog mess not being collected by owners.  Cllr P Ashdown said that if proof is obtained (photos) of dog/owners then a fine can be issued.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to report overgrown footpaths to Rights of Way Officer.

G Wade asked if P Button would help clear away some rubbish from Pond at Barkis Meadow.  It was arranged for this to be done at 10.00 on 1st November and was hoped that help would be available. 

7. Police Report (PCSO S Kershaw read in her absence)
There were no crimes for either parishes in September.  PC Stranks is still investigating the criminal damage crimes which occurred in Blundeston and will update the victims shortly on the progress of the case.

8. District Councillors Report:
Cllr Ashdown confirmed that the Blundeston House, Change of Use application had been called in and was due to be discussed at a Planning meeting in November.  John Nichols agreed to make representations on behalf of the Parish Council at the meeting.  Cllr P Ashdown reminded those present about the Village Quiz on 2nd November, proceeds of which are going the Alzheimer’s association.

9. Planning
The following plans were reviewed and recommended for approval:-
Mr M Howchin, 5 Pickwick Drive – Erection of an open sided gazebo with oak frame and cedar shingle roof
Mr O Lewis, Copper Cottage, Market Lane – Construction of a two storey rear extension
The following plan was approved by Sub-Committee prior to meeting:
Mr S Shipley, 11 The Street – Non Material Amendment
Planning Approvals Received:
Mr & M rs D Sweetman, 6 Orchard Close – Construction of a single storey front extension
10. Blundeston Prison Site:
Cllr Ashdown reported that he had received a statement from the Ministry of Justice that an offer had been received and negotiations were taking place but they were unable to provide details due to commercial sensitivity.  He also stated that he had forwarded the interest of Blundeston Pre-school in the 2 outbuildings.

11. Finances: The following finances were approved
Receipts: 
106 Refund - £1,249.13
12. Correspondence
	E-mail

	Suffolk Constabulary – Attendance at Parish Council Meetings

Barbara Shaw – Blundeston Bowls Club

SALC – Short Stay Stopping Sites (Gypsy & Traveller Community)

WDC – World of planning
SALC – HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebrations

SCC – Winter Weather & Winter Gritting Workshops Oct 30th

	Post
WDC – A New Local Plan for Waveney

	                     Community Action Suffolk – Annual Review 2014/15


13. Any other Business
The next meeting is scheduled for 16th November 2015 at 7.30pm

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.
