MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 21st October 2013
1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-chairman), Mrs G Soanes, Mrs T Townend, Mr P Button, Mr B Shelton, Mr M Arnold, Mr R Leach, Mr M Straw, Miss M Wright, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr L Jacklin, & Cllr B Poole, 3 parishioners were present.

2. Apologies: Mr J Nichols, PCSO S Kershaw

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 16th September 2013 were approved and signed.

4. Declaration of interests: No interests were declared


5. Clerks Report
Clerk reported having a conversation with Alan McFarlane of WDC about the letter sent from Brandon Lewis MP regarding Council Tax, Precepts and Council Tax Support Schemes that none of us could understand.  He assured the Clerk that these Government reforms would currently have no affect on the way we apply and are awarded our Precept.

Regarding the Closure of Blundeston Prison the Clerk confirmed that she had received a copy of the letter Peter Aldous sent to Jeremy Wright enclosing the questions raised at the meeting of 5th October.  No response has as yet been received, except for confirmation that the assessment process cannot be published due to the comparative analysis contained within it.

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:
No issues raised by Parishioners

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors)
M Wright stated that village sign that had letters missing had still not been repaired.

S Rees confirmed that he was still talking to SOLD regarding the repair of the Village Sign 

T Townend asked if the Parish Council were allowed to request listed status on buildings within the village.  
ACTION ITEM:  Cllr P Ashdown to investigate

G Wade requested three volunteers to enter a team in the Waveney Constituency Conservative Associates Quiz night on 4th November, M Wright, R. Leech & G Soanes agreed to make up a team.

G Soanes reported that there are a lot of cars in the village which park on the pavement.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to inform PSCO Sue Kershaw

B Shelton Raised a problem with an overhanging holly hedge on Church Road.  He was asked to confirm which property the hedge was on so a letter could be written to the owner.

B Shelton – Play Park Report: SOLD have provided an estimate of £510 for repair of the roundabout.  One of the vertical poles on the pole & rope climb is rotten and a new pole will cost £30.00, it was agreed to replace pole.  B Shelton reported that some overhanging branches could cause injury.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown will request that these get trimmed.

M Arnold reported that the drains had still not be blasted and flooding was still an issue on Lound Road
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to contact Jason Skilton to see if he could assist in getting some action.

G Wade had been requested to report that a Sycamore Tree on footpath between The Street and The Pippins was overhanging a garden & blocking light.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown will request that tree is trimmed, but stated that landowner was permitted to trim any boughs that overhang her property.

8. Police Report (read in the absence of PCSO Sue Kershaw)
There were no crimes for the parish of Flixton and two for Blundeston.  One theft of a battery and white diesel which occurred overnight on 30th September at a building site off The Street and a burglary which took place on Lakeside Rise, the investigation for this is still ongoing.  Although not in the parish of Blundeston or Flixton, PCSO Sue Kershaw would like to highlight the issue of Burglaries, these occur during day and night hours and Suffolk Police remind residents to dial 101 if persons or vehicles are acting suspiciously.  Recent burglaries reported were at Elmhurst Avenue, Corton Road, The Close Corton, and Corton Long Lane.

PCSO Sue Kershaw also reported visiting Church Road Blundeston (parking at the school) four times since the beginning of the new term.  Some parents are still parking in the restricted no parking zones, two tickets have been issued with a fine of £30, three parents were parked in the restricted area and moved when requested to do so.  She reported speaking to many parents to encourage parking at The Plough and walking the extra distance to alleviate traffic congestion on Church Road.

The Police received complaints of noise and nuisance of five off road bikes at the back of The Loke, Sue has spoken to the land owner and they were not given permission to be there and were told not to return.  Bikers were also reported near Copperfield Terrace again being a nuisance, Suffolk Police request that you ring 101 at the time of the occurrence so officers can deal with the issue. 

The next priority setting meeting for the North SNT Lowestoft will be on 7th January 2014 at 2.30 pm at the United Reformed Church in London Road North – this is a public meeting where councillors, Police and other members of the Safer Neighbourhood Team are present.  Inspector Howlett, the Lowestoft North Local Policing Commander has retired- Inspector Richard Hill has now taken up this post.  Inspector Hill has previously worked in the Leiston area as a PC and then spent several years at Lowestoft as a Sergeant and Inspector.  Recently, he has been in the Command and Control Room at Martlesham.

9. District Councillors Report: 
Cllr P Ashdown reported that following the announcement of the closure of Blundeston Prison a full council debate was held and a unanimous decision was made to write on behalf of Waveney DC to the Government asking for an investigation by the Criminal Justice Panel.

A guide should soon be received on the new Community Infrastructure Levy which came into effect on 1st August 2013.  Payments should be received twice a year and there will be no restrictions on what the money can be spent on.  The charge is on new builds and is £60 per sq metre of floor space.

10. County Councillors Report: 
Cllr L Jacklin provided an update on the proposed roundabout at Corton.  There have been some objections and concerns raised by local residents regarding, noise, light, removal of trees and location.  May of these concerns have been answered, but continuing objections may delay the project.
Cllr L Jacklin also reported that a meeting was scheduled with Keith Sampson to approve the planned white lines outside the school, following which it will be scheduled for action.

11. Flooding, Ditch Clearance etc. Market Lane
S Rees provided an update on the current situation.  K Cooper has confirmed ownership of the ditch down side of playing field and has agreed to maintain it and the culverts.  It was decided that it was not practical to excavate ditch to a level that would make water flow from Market Lane along this ditch.  To move the water in this direction would require a pipe across the playing field which would have to be paid for by the Parish Council and it was decided that this was not currently necessary.  A section of pipe that had been delivered by Suffolk County Council was no longer required and would be returned.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to inform Mark Kerridge that pipe no longer required & Cllr Poole & Jacklin would arrange collection.
ACTION ITEM: T Townend to ask S Lewis to invoice for work done, Clerk to forward copies of bill to Cllr Ashdown, Poole & Jacklin

12. Planning
Broads Authority – Piling, riverbank River Waveney, Burgh St Peter
Mr M Jary – Conversion of former stable block to residential annex including home office and gymnasium
Above plans approved prior to meeting by Planning Sub-Committee

13. Finances: The following finances were approved
Mrs S Jermy – Clerks Salary £146.09

14. Dates for Parish Council Meetings 2014

The following dates were agreed, January 20th, February 17th, March 17th, April 14th, May 19th, June 16th, July 21st, August 18th, September 15th, October 20th, November 17th, December 8th.

15. Correspondence
	E-mail
	Suffolk Coastal – Fit Villages

SCC – Jason Skilton – Flooding Market Lane

WDC – Fit Villages

Rural Services Network – Rural Fair Share Petition

SALC – AGM 2013 Invitation

SALC – Precepts

Broads Authority – Broads Sites Specifics Development Plan

SALC – RSPB event

SALC – Council of the Year and Website of the Year comp.

Suffolk Coastal – East Cost Greenprint Forum – Invitation

Louis Smith – Speed Gun Calibration

Suffolk Coastal – Fit Village project

SALC – Waveney Area Meeting 12/12/2013

Highways – Update


WDC – Funding

WDC – Review of Polling Stations & Places 2013

Derek Cockell – Parking near the School
SALC – Scrap Metal Dealers

Suffolk Sport – Bowls Development

	Post
	WDC – Invitation to Christmas Carol Service


WDC – Annual Voter Registration for the Register of Electors
Suffolk Wildlife Trust – Children’s Holiday Activities
SALC – Annual Report & Invitation to AGM


There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm
