MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 15th October 2012

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr J Blowers, Mr P Button, Mrs T Townend, Mr B Shelton, Mr M Straw, Mrs G Soanes, Mr R Leech, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr M Barnard, 8 parishioners were also present.

2. Apologies:, 
PCSO Sue Kershaw

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 17th September 2012 were approved and signed.

4. Declaration of interests: No interests were declared.

5. Clerk’s Report: 
Graham, Tina, Mick, Glenis and I attended the training session at Somerleyton Village Hall and found it very informative, it is hoped that gradually over the next few months we can instigate some of the things we learnt, you will notice new items on the Agenda over the next few months, for example Standing Orders and Financial Regulation.

I have received a letter from Suffolk County Council about the proposed waiting Restrictions on Church Lane between 8 – 9.30 & 2.30 – 4.30 on school days, and No waiting anytime in Dickens Court.  If we wish to make any comments about these new restrictions, we must do so by 10th November 2012.

Melanie Wright would like the following mentioned:
She has received an update from Anglian Water dated 11/9/12 stating that submission for funding has been made for lining of pipe, and negotiation with two property owners is ongoing regarding buried catch pits.
She would like to thank Brian for organising the Speedwatch in Market Lane and
She would also like to thank John Nichols for organising the community payback workers for clearing path on Millennium Green.

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:
6.1
It was pointed out that at the September meeting an over grown garden was wrongly attributed to 4 Orchard Close instead of Orchard Lane.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to write to Barbara De-Astui of 4 Orchard Close and apologise.

6.2
An objection was raised about the proposed Care Home annex by a neighbour saying that it would be very obtrusive, he would be overlooked, and there would be an increase in traffic.  He queried the need of a care home in Blundeston and felt that there were alternative locations on the site that would be more suitable.  (This application was discussed in the planning section later in meeting.)

6.3
The poor state of the Market Lane/A12 “slip road” was raised again
ACTION ITEM: Cllr Barnard would raise issue with Simon Briggs
Parishioner also welcomed the improved sign visibility due to the hedge trimming at the Short Road junction.

6.4
Height of hedge at Peto’s Corner was raised again as it is felt that there is no visibility and the junction is dangerous.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to write to Lord Somerleyton to request that it is cut.

6.5
Path between The Street and Market Lane was reported to be overgrown with nettles
ACTION ITEM: Cllr Barnard to look into this and also the missing curb stones on the corner of Short Road.

6.6
Condition of the road surface past Village Hall was raised.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr Barnard to raise matter with Highway Dept.

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors): 
T Townsend commented on the unsightly solar panels on roof of School and queried why no planning permission was required.  J Nichols commented that there was a positive “educational” effect for the children.

M Straw requested that PCSO Sue Kershaw’s attention is drawn to the parking on Pickwick Drive that is spreading onto Market Lane.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to inform Sue

R Leech commented on the hedge at Peto Corner still needed to be lowered and made the junction dangerous.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to write to Lord Somerleyton and Cllr Ashdown to discuss with Highways

J Nichols said that the Community Payback Scheme had completed the strimming on the Millennium Green and had finished thinning the copse, however there is some clearing up still to be done.  A member of the Bungay Sustainable Community would like to place 2 bee hives on the millennium green next spring, they would have a positive environmental effect and should not cause any harm provided they are left alone.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to check with insurers that this would not cause a problem.

J Blowers raised more reports of motorcycles on footpaths, B Sheldon mentioned that he had seen a car with a trailer at Copperfield Terrance last Friday where motor bikes are unloaded.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to inform Sue Kershaw

J Blowers requested cheque for Wreath for Remembrance Sunday payable to Royal British Legion.

G Soans reported hedge on Lound Road was encroaching on the road.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to inform occupant of house.

B Shelton reported that Community Speed Watch has now included Market Lane in their schedule and reported one speeding car at last watch.


8. Police Report:
Police report for the parish of Blundeston and Flixton for the Month of September 2012 was read in Sue’s absence.

There have been two crimes of exposure.  One in Church Road at 22.30 hrs on 3rd, another in Lound Road at 21.00 hrs on 25th.  Reassurance has been given to the victims and the village as a whole, the school has been informed and the investigation is still ongoing.  A press release has been issued and is included below.  As with a close community and village hearsay, the truth of events can be misleading and exaggerated, but we do take this type of crime very seriously and all is being done that can be done.  We ask the community to inform us of anything that may lead to the arrest of the male and we thank them for their help so far.

********************************************************

Exposure – Blundeston

Police need to trace a slim male wearing a dark coloured coat with the hood up, and possibly no other clothes, after he indecently exposed himself to a 64-year-old woman in Lound Road in Blundeston just after 9pm on Tuesday 25 September.  The woman was out walking her dog when the male – possibly in his teens or 20s - came out of a gateway and exposed himself to her.  The woman screamed and shouted out and the male fled.  Police are asking anyone who may have seen the male in the area, or anyone with information about who he is, to call PC 1784 Reeve at Lowestoft on 101.

********************************************************

Two reports have come in today, criminal damage to the flower container near the village hall -the other an attempt to remove a vehicle reg.

There were no crimes for Flixton.

As reported at last month s meeting I have seen no motor bikes riding unlawfully in this area.  The C.S.W continues to do good work in reducing the speeding in rural north Lowetsoft.  The parking restrictions proposed in Church Road reference to school times are still in consultation.  Suffolk Police have launched a Burglary Initiative in this week’s Lowestoft Journal.  People entering the competition stand the chance of winning the first prize which is a full burglar alarm installation up to the value of £700 a long with other prizes including Wireless Alarm Kits, Lights on Timer Plugs and Security company discounts, UV marking pens and other useful crime reduction information.  Entry is via the Lowestoft Journal or by coming along to one of our street meetings:

16th Oct - Britten Centre - 10am-2pm

17th Oct - Rainbow (Ashburnham Way) - 2pm-4pm

20th Oct - ASDA - 10am-3pm

20th Oct - Tesco (Leisure Way) - 10am-2pm

9. District Councillors Report: 
Cllr Ashdown reported that due to a By Election in Beccles he was under purdah .  He did comment that Council Tax Support levels were expected to be finalised at the end of Oct/Nov.  At the SNT meeting it was reported that everything was being done to try and identify and catch the Flasher.  He reminded all present about the Police Commissioner Election and the Village Quiz on 5th November 2012.

10. County Councillors Report: 
Cllr Barnard reported the planned Road Closure at Market Lane/Field Lane between 30th Oct and 2nd Nov 2012, and confirmed that the County Council’s element of the Council Tax was to be frozen for 2012/13.  He stated that the aim was to have Broadband to every house in Suffolk by 2015 and that the Suffolk and Cambridgeshire Fire Service who are already sharing a Joint Control Centre are now considering the possibility of merging the full fire service.

11. Planning:.
Tredwell Developments – Demolition of domestic garages and construction of detached house on Market Lane, Blundeston was approved
The application by Mrs M Griffiths for a two storey care home annex, Hall Lane Blundeston is to be recommended to go the Development Control Committee with concerns raised about the overdevelopment of the site, increase of traffic the proposed development would cause, parking issues in the area, change of use and overlooking of neighboring property.  

12. Finances: The following finances were approved
Mrs S Jermy -  Clerk’s salary & telephone Aug  £114.50
Ashby, Herringfleet & Somerleyton PC – Training - £75.00
Royal British Legion, Wreath - £20.00

13. Insurance

G Soanes queried whether or not both the Parish Council and Village Hall Insurance were necessary.  The Clerk has looked into this and reported that the Village Hall Insurance could be dropped if certain criteria were met.  The criteria they require, are for minutes of meetings to be incorporated into the Parish Council minutes, meetings open to the general public, and for the accounts to be incorporated into the Parish Council accounts and subject to the Council's audit.

Following a discussion as to the logistics of this and whether or not it would increase the costs of the Parish Council’s Audit, it was decided to leave both insurance policies in place.

14. Precept
The Clerk circulated a spreadsheet showing the cash flow forecast.  It was decided to leave the Precept to a later meeting.

15. Parish Councillor Vacancy
No election has been claimed in relation to the advertising of the Vacancy.  The Council is therefore in a position to co-opt a new councillor.  Interest in the vacancy was received from Melanie Wright and it was agreed unanimously to invite her to join the Parish Council.

16. Correspondence
	E-mail
	Salc – Police & Crime Commissioners Elections

Salc – Council Tax Reforms

Salc – Rural Statement 2012

Suffolk Coastal – Village funding

Suffolk Acre – Local Foods Suffolk project update

Suffolk Acre – Suffolk Car Share

Salc – Councilor Course

Sue Kershaw – Update on crimes of exposure

Salc – LAIS Up date

Brian Shelton – Speed Watch update
Waveney Local Development Framework
Broad Authority – Broadcaster 2031, Broads Outdoors Festival 2013
Sale – SPS Autumn Conference 10/11/12
Community Buying – Volunteer Needed to help Vulnerable People Stay warm
SCC – Road Traffic Regulation – Temporary Closure Market Lane 30/10/- 2/11/12

	Post
	WDC - Invitation to the Chairman to attend Christmas Carol Service
WDC – Police & Crime Commissioner Election Notice


17. Any Other Business
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55 pm
