MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 18th August 2014
1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mrs G Soanes, Mr B Shelton, Miss M Wright, Mr R Leach, Mr M Straw, Mrs T Townend, Mrs J Hetherington Cllr P Ashdown and 4 Parishioners were present.

2. Apologies: Mr J Nichols, Mr P Button and PCSO S Kershaw


3. New Councillor
Chairman Mr G Wade welcomed Julie Hetherington to the Parish Council.

4. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 21st July 2014 were approved and signed.

5. Declaration of interests: No interests were declared

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:
A parishioner commented that the Slow signs on Lound Road/Flixton Road had not been replaced since the road was resurfaced.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown to report.

The recent accidents and near misses at Peto’s corner was raised.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown to contact Lord Somerleyton.  Clerk to contact Highways and request that hedge be removed on safety grounds and 30 mph speed limit introduced.

Flooding on Market Lane was discussed, a report by Mark Kerridge of Suffolk County Council was read, stating that costs would be obtained for required work but no commitment to complete work would be made.  It was the firm belief by those present that the problem is with the man hole cover/drains outside Avoca which is the responsibility of Anglian Water.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr Ashdown and M Wright to continue to apply pressure and to contact P Aldous MP.

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors)
M Straw reported the number of accidents that had occurred on the A12 in the last few weeks.  He also reported on the speed and number of vans and lorries travelling down the middle of the road because of overgrown verges in the village.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to report to Keith Sampson – Highways
M Straw reported the number of youths who were regularly loitering in the Village Hall car park.  It is suspected that these youths were engaging in illegal activities.
ACTION ITEM: G Soanes to report to PCSO S Kershaw.  It was also decided to lock the gates to the Village Hall early in the evenings.

M Wright reported that the hedge outside Field End, Market Lane was overgrown such that it was difficult to post letters in the Post Box.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to write to home owner and request hedge is trimmed.

S Rees reported that the Church Road/Hall Lane footpath had been tidied up but that more work was required.

B Shelton requested that a sign be made to prohibit anyone over the age of 14 using play park equipment.
ACTION ITEM: G Wade to source sign

J Hetherington reported Quad Bikes being ridden on Waddling Lane.  

8. Police Report (PCSO Sue Kershaw, read in her absence)
There were three crimes/offences for Blundeston and they were reported briefly to the council at the last parish meeting.  Two thefts from motor vehicles of catalytic converters, this may have occurred overnight dates 14/16 August.  One littering offence - A male was fined for depositing and leaving litter in a public place.  There were no recorded crimes for Flixton.  Police have received complaints of three off road bikes in the Flixton area, these bikes were riding on the public footpaths, police did attend but no bikes were found in this area.

9. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown)
Cllr P Ashdown reported that there had been no further news on the disposal of the Prison Site and that the Draft planning document was still due mid August.

He also reported that Claire Henwood of Waveney District Council had accompanied him on an inspection of the Play Park Equipment and that WDC have agreed to fully refurbish the equipment at their cost.  Cllr Ashdown is going to request time scales and what warranty would be available on repairs made.

10. Planning.
Approved by Sub-Committee prior to meeting:-
Michael Straw – 5 Micawber Mews – TPO 241 – A1 - reduction in height and width of hedge
Mr & Mrs R Gaitero – Bassenlea, Church Road – Construction of open porch and installation of dormer windows.
Planning Applications Approved
Mr John Hurley, 17 The Pippins – Construction of self-contained annex

11. Finances: The following finances were approved
Mrs S Jermy – Clerks Salary £146.09 paid by Standing Order
DBO LLP – Audit Fee - £120.00

12. Correspondence
	E-mail
	SALC – Review of Children’s Centre Services in Suffolk

SALC – Consultation on future of Children’s Centres in Suffolk

SCC – Traffic Order

James Servaes, Shipmeadow Turbine

Keith Sampson – Traffic Regulation Order

SALC – Openness of Local Government Bodies Regs 2014

	
	Healthwatch Suffolk

SALC – Devolution of Services and Community Agents



13. Any other Business
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 15th September 2014.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.15pm
