MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 20th July 2015
1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr M Straw, Mr B Shelton, Mr P Button, Mrs J Hetherington, Mrs G Soanes, Miss M Wright, Mr R Leech, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr B Poole, and 5 Parishioners were present.

2. Apologies: Cllr L Jacklin, PCSO S Kershaw

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 15th June 2015 were approved and signed.

4. Declaration of interests: Miss M Wright declared an interest in the Donation to the Church.


5. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:

Concern was raised of the number of burglaries and vandalism that has been occurring in the village, especially at the Village Hall.  Thanks was given to the local businesses who donated all the replacement equipment and CCTV.  Footage has been supplied to the Police which it is hoped will help catch the perpetrators.  It was also disappointing that there was no Police presence again at the Parish Meeting.

Thanks was given to all those involved in “Blundeston in Bloom” for making the village look so nice and the efforts that they have put in.

A parishioner commented that since the Parish Council have dug the ditch to help alleviate flooding in Market Lane, Suffolk County Council and Anglian Water had still not completed their obligations.  The Clerk stated that they had received Notification from Suffolk County Council that Market Lane was to be closed for drainage work between 24th Aug & 11st Sept.  Cllr P Ashdown said he would contact Anglian Water to see if they can do their work at the same time.  P Button was thanked for sorting out the Sand Bags on the ditch.

A parishioner asked if there were any allotments in the Village.  She was informed that Neil Jermy offered some allotments free of charge at Holly Gardens Nursery.

6. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors)

R Leech stated that many signs around the village, and in particular the “Dual Carriageway” sign on Market Lane, were becoming very difficult to read.  M Wright also stated that many signs were becoming difficult to see due to vegetation growth.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown to report to Highways

M Wright raised the question about reimbursement from S106 and locality budgets for the expenditure incurred on the ditch in May 2015 and was advised this is in the process of being applied for.

B Shelton said that he had removed the Village Noticeboard that had been damaged and was repairing it.  The zip wire on the Play Park has been re-tensioned and a plastic tube put over the chain to prevent it being knotted.  He also said that the new covered litter bin had been purchased but not yet installed.

7. Police Report 
No report available

8. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown)
P Ashdown said that a representative from the council should consider going to the next SNT North Lowestoft meeting to air our concerns regarding the lack of a Police presence at most of the Parish Council Meetings, especially as a lot of the concerns raised at the meetings are police matters.

9. County Councillor Report (Cllr B Poole)
No local issues to report

10. Planning
The following plan was reviewed and recommended for approval:-
Mrs Louise Brown, 71 The Street – Construction of a single storey rear extension and an additional side extension to existing two storey rear extension.
Planning Approval Received
Mr & Mrs K Blowers, Contiki, Market Lane – Construction of a detached garden store
Mr Wes McDonnald, Old Thatched Cottages, Flixton Road – Construction of a triple cart shed/garage
Notice of Appeal
Mr G Cooper, Kondinin, Church Road – Construction of detached house and garage (plot 2)

11. Blundeston Prison Site
Cllr P Ashdown reported that two offers have been received by the Ministry of Justice which are said to be consistent with the Planning Document Requirements, but no details are available at this time.  Concern was raised regarding recent Government Legislation on the relaxing of planning requirements on Brown Field Sites.

12. Donation to Church
It was agreed to continue to support the Church and to make a donation of £300 towards it’s upkeep.

13. Finances: The following finances were approved
Ms S Wells – Clerks Salary £149.29 paid by Standing Order
Brian Shelton – Litter Bin - £319:20
Lound Plant Centre – Grass Seed - £339.00
14. Correspondence
	E-mail

	SALC – Suffolk Local Policing Review

SALC – LAIS1381: Fly Grazing

Blundeston Parochial Church Council – Request for Donation

Police – Re Criminal damage to Village Hall

SCC – Notice of Temporary Closure Lound Road, 8th July 2015

WDC – Waveney Local Plan Review – Engagement with Town & Parish Councils

SALC – Ltr from NALC Chairman on The Commonwealth Flag Day

Broads Auth. – Draft Mooring Guide & Draft Riverbank Stabilisation Guide

Broads Auth. – The Changing Broads – Join the Debate
SALC – Precept Data

SCC – Notification of temporary traffic order – Market Lane 24/8 – 11/9

SALC – Police Survey

	Post
	WDC – Waveney Local Plan Review – Engagement with Town & Parish Councils

WDC – Annual Voter Registration 2015

	M Wright & G Wade expressed an interest in attending the next Local Plan Review meeting.



15. Any other Business
The next meeting is scheduled for 17th August 2015 at 7.30pm

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30p.m.
