MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 21st July 2014
1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mrs G Soanes, Mr B Shelton, Miss M Wright, Mr P Button, Mr R Leach, Mr M Straw, Mrs T Townend, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr B Poole and 6 Parishioners were present.

2. Apologies: Cllr L Jacklin, PCSO S Kershaw

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 16th June 2014 were approved and signed.

4. Declaration of interests: No interests were declared

5. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:
The flooding & sewage problems that occurred during the recent storms was discussed and an e-mail from Jason Skilton, Flood & Water Engineer, Suffolk County Council, was read to those present which stated that “we can only focus on area/properties who have five or more properties internal flooded at this time”.  It was pointed out that had it not been for the actions of local residents many more than 5 properties would have been flooded.  It was also reported that Justin Arnold of Anglian Water had been contacted and stated that they had completed all work that had been required of them.  This is clearly not the case as pipes that were blocked and had tree root ingress have not been cleared/repaired nor have the pipes been lined or enlarged.
ACTION ITEMS: Clerk to respond to Jason Skilton, Cllr Paul Ashdown to discuss with Peter Aldous MP and request his continued help and assistance.

6. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors)
T Townend reported overgrown hedge on corner of Hall Road/Hall Lane.
ACTION ITEM: P Button to talk to land owner

R Leach reported that all the grass that needed cutting reported at the last meeting had been cut.

B Shelton thanked Chris Levett for getting the grass cut prior to the judging for Blundeston in Bloom.  Discussions were held regarding the play park equipment, Simon Walker of Waveney District Council had promised to visit the site but no report of his visit has been received.  It was agreed that action needed to be taken urgently and if this meant removal of some items of the equipment, this would need to be done by a specialist contractor.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr Paul Ashdown to make urgent steps to contact relevant parties at WDC and will liaise with B Shelton.

P Button reported that the Blundeston Brownies was having to close as no one was prepared to take over from Diane Button who has been running the Brownies for many years.

G Wade thanked all those who had opened their gardens and helped with Blundeston in Bloom, approximately £1,400 had been raised and the judges had given very positive comments when visiting the village.

7. Police Report (PCSO Sue Kershaw, read in her absence)
There was one recorded crime for the Parish of Flixton, this was criminal damage – other.  There were no crimes for Blundeston.
In July, overnight two crimes relating to the removal of catalytic converters that were taken from vehicles parked on the drives of properties at The Pippins and Orchard Lane.  This is removal of a piece of the exhaust, it is a clean cut and can take thieves only seconds to remove, when starting the engine it appears that the exhaust has broken.  This type of crime is occurring across all of Suffolk, if you see any persons acting suspiciously please call 101 and request Suffolk police.
PCSO Sue Kershaw is pleased to report that a P.C. whom she works closely with, issued a fixed penalty notice to a person for flying tipping in Blundeston, the fine is £60, and the culprit admitted the offence.  On this subject Sue has reported two large amounts of fly tipping on the footpath opposite Hall Lane Blundeston, this appears to be a regular place to dump unwanted furniture etc. 
Sue has attended the school and spoken to parents about the consideration of parking for the safety of the children and spoke with Highways to chase up the double yellow lines to be placed opposite the school, these are still in progress.  She attended a luncheon with the children, this was very busy and in aid of the sad leaving a dinner lady, Tracey Prettyman, who has worked at the school for two years.
Sue has checked the parking issue which was raised at the last meeting, and has found no offences.
The C.S.W held their annual B B Q, on behalf of Suffolk Police Sue would like to thank Louis Smith and his wife for the amazing food and being host of the event, this is as a way of a thank you to all the volunteers and their families.
The Suffolk Chief Constable Douglas Paxton and Police & Crime Commissioner Tim Passmore will be in Lowestoft Town Centre on Friday 25th July from 10-4pm.  All members of the public are welcome to come along to this event to speak directly with either person.  Members of the Lowestoft North Safer Neighbourhood Team will also be present

8. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown)
Nothing to report at this time

9. County Councillors Report: (Cllr B Poole) 
Nothing to report at this time.

10. Planning.
Mr John Hurley, 17 The Pippins – Construction of self-contained annexe
Mr & Mrs Read, 19 The Pippins – Raising of roof height to facilitate loft conversion including 2 dormer windows and re-location of garage
c/o Mr Craig Johnson, 2 Holly Cottages, Flixton Road – Construction of single storey rear extension
The above plans were reviewed and all recommended for approval
Approvals Received:-
Mr John Napthine, 8 Queens Way – Construction of a single storey rear extension including demolition of existing rear porch and store
Mr & Mrs Francis, Wilmar – Construct replacement dwelling

11. Blundeston Prison Site
Cllr P Ashdown confirmed that following his request that the grass be cut he was pleased to report that the site was now clean and tidy and that the MoJ would continue to keep it this way until sold.  He reported that the MoJ report will not now be ready until mid-August, as soon as it is received the Parish Council will be able to comment on it.  Cllr Ashdown confirmed that he had re-iterated that large numbers of houses on the site would not be acceptable and the wish to retain workshops and facilities currently on the site for business use.

12. Parish Council Councillor Vacancy
Julie Hetherington has expressed an interest in joining the Parish Council.  She was proposed by B Shelton, seconded by J Nichols and unanimously approved.  G Wade welcomed her onto the Council.

13. Finances: The following finances were approved
Mrs S Jermy – Clerks Salary £146.09 paid by Standing Order
Donation to Church – Following a discussion of the recent expenditure on grass cutting equipment it was unanimously agreed to give the Church as donation of £300.00

14. Correspondence
	E-mail
	SALC – Consultation on Suffolk Advisory Parking Standards

Blundeston Church – Request for donation

RSN – Parish views on Rural Housing

SCC – Workshop – Community Emergency Plan

WDC – New Voter Registration System

SALC – Deregulation Bill

Broads Authority – Sites Specifics Local Plan, Adoption Statement

	
	


15. Any other Business
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 18th August 2014.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35pm
