MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Annual Meeting

Held on Monday 16th May 2016
1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-chairman), Mrs G Soanes, Mr B Shelton, Mr R Leech, Mr P Button, Miss M Wright, Mrs J Hetherington, K Blowers, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr B Poole, Cllr L Jacklin, 8 parishioners were present.


2. Annual reports were available from Suffolk Police, 1st Blundeston Scout Group, Art Circle, Parish Council Chairman’s Report, Community Speedwatch, Blundeston, Charity Trustees, Blundeston W.I., Blundeston & District Local History Society, Blundeston Pre-school, St Mary’s Church, Village Hall Management Committee, Royal British Legion, Blundeston Bowls Club, Sunshine Club & Blundeston in Bloom.  Full copies of these reports are available from the clerk or on the Website.

The annual meeting closed at 7.20pm.


MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 16th May 2016
3. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr B Shelton, Mr R Leech, Mrs G Soanes, Miss M Wright, Mr P Button, Mrs J Hetherington, Mr K Blowers, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr B Poole, Cllr L Jacklin, 8 Parishioners were present.


4. Election of Chairperson & Vice-Chairperson

The Clerk took over the meeting for the election, Mrs G Soanes proposed Mr Wade as Chairperson and this was seconded by Mrs Julie Hetherington.  Mr Wade said that he was happy to continue and following a unanimous vote Mr Wade was re-elected as Chairperson.  Mrs G Soanes proposed Mr Rees as Vice-chair and this was seconded by Mr P Button.  Mr Rees agreed to continue and following a unanimous vote he was re-elected as Vice-Chair.

5. Apologies: J Nichols, M Straw

6. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 18th April 2016 were approved and signed.

7. Declaration of interests: No interests were declared


8. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:
A parishioner enquired if there were any updates either in the resurfacing of the A12 slip roads or repairs to the Pond.
Cllr P Ashdown confirmed that work was scheduled for the resurfacing the A12 in this Financial Year “if funds permit”.  He also said that Stephen Baker, Chief Executive of WDC as going to take up the case of the Pond and unfinished work on the drains with Anglian Water.
It was also noted that the poor state of the drain covers on the A12 were still in a very dangerous condition.

9. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors)
R Leech requested that road signage/Slow marks be placed on A1375 leaving Oulton Village to try and reduce speed of traffic.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown
R Leech also stated that hedge at Peto Corner was again in need of cutting.
ACTION ITEM: Paul Button offered to talk to Sam, Assistant Farm Manager at Somerleyton Hall

M Wright commented that she was unable to access March/April 2016 minutes from website.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to inform J Nichols

M Wright suggested that someone from the Parish Council should attend the Suffolk Constabulary Locality meetings, she was happy to attend the November 2016 and February 2017 dates but would be unable to attend the meeting on 6th July 2016.

M Wright also suggested an Agenda Item of “Action Items” to ensure that ongoing issues are not overlooked.  The Clerk stated that she had been advised that it was not recommended to have Items like this on the Agenda and that each item would have to be itemised which could make the Agenda too long.  It was agreed that Councillors would continue to request updates as and when required.

J Hetherington discussed the Waveney Local Plan showing the Land offered for development in the Blundeston area.  It was agreed that the development of the Prison Site should satisfy the planning criteria for this area.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to inform Desi Reed, WDC Planning Department

B Shelton confirmed that he had obtained a price for a metal bin of £271.00 for the skate park and it was agreed that he should purchase it.  He also confirmed that he had a replacement bin for the Play Park.

B Shelton confirmed that the Play Park Sub-Committee have chosen the new equipment for the Play Park.  It is possible that we could install the equipment ourselves however it was agreed that it would need to be inspected for safety prior to use. It was also agreed to get quotes for the cost of installation.  With regards to funding Cllr Jacklin & Cllr Poole suggested that formal requests for funding along with quotes for equipment and installation be forwarded to them as soon as possible.  In addition it was suggested that Persimmon Homes and Adnams be contacted to request funding/grants, and to check to see if we fall within the 10 mile radius of Wangford tip which may make us eligible for funding.

B Shelton also stated that he had become aware of decay on one of the legs of the Zip wire which would need to be replaced in due course.  Cllr P Ashdown suggested that he contact Chris Aimes from WDC who may be able to assist.

B Shelton said he had been approached by residents of Orchard Lane who had tidied up a hedgerow that had collapsed over the lane and requested assistance with removing the debris.  P Button offered to clear this up.

P Button said that Kevin Jones had offered to clear away the old Play Park equipment that had been removed and left in the corner of the Play Park.  It was agreed that this offer be accepted but to leave the tyres.

K Blowers requested that “Slow” road markings be placed on the road near the Blundeston Fruit Farm.
ACTION ITEM: P Ashdown

10. Police Report
No report for April available.

11. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown)
Cllr Ashdown confirmed that the dog waste problem reported by M Straw last month had been cleared.  He confirmed that he had been informed that a planning application for the prison site had been received but that he had not seen it, nor had the planning department discussed it with him.  He confirmed that the Wilmar planning application was to go before committee either on 31st May or 14th June and that he would inform M Wright as soon as date confirmed.

12. County Councillors Report: (Cllr B Poole, Cllr L Jacklin)
Nothing to report that affected Blundeston, but updates provided on 3rd river crossing and A12/A47 changes.

13. Planning:
Approval of Change of use from Officers Club to Nursery School was received by WDC
14. Approval of Accounts for Annual Audit
The annual accounts for the year ended 31st March 2016 were presented to the meeting.  They showed Income for the year of £18,508.07 and Expenditure of £15,538.45.  Resources excluding the election reserve of £1,600 and CIL receipts of £749.20 are £7,568.32.  The accounts were approved by those present and the annual return will now be forwarded to BDO for completion of the annual audit.  Thanks was passed to Mrs Townend for completing the internal audit.

15. Finances: 
Expenditure:-
A renewal quote from AON was received for £1,741.40 but the Clerk had obtained a competitive quote from Zurich of £1,141.15, she had asked AON if they were prepared to match this price but had not yet received a response.  It was agreed to swap Insurance cover to Zurich unless AON matched the price.
SALC Subscription - £403.96
Brian Shelton - £39.00 (£34 for gas for beacon, £5 flag)
Receipts:-
CIL - £2,258.83
Precept - £4,403.50


16. Village Hall Management Survey
The Parish Council had been informed that an Asbestos Survey was required to be carried out on the Village Hall, three quotes had been obtained by Mrs G Soanes the cheapest being £300 from Carl Wright.  It was agreed by those present to award Carl Wright the work.
17. Correspondence
	E-mail
	SALC – Parish Council right to appeal

WDC – What will the Waveney District look like in 2036

SALC – Attacks on sheep by dogs

WDC – Waveney Local Plan

SALC – Councils with CCTV

SALC – Launch events for new Connecting Communities transport services

SALC – Suffolk Household Waste Recycling Centres Opening Times
SCC – Suffolk Fire & Rescue Service
Police – Town/Parish Council AGM dates



18. Any other Business
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 20th June 2016.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.15pm
