MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 14th April 2014
1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr B Shelton, Mr M Straw, Mrs G Soanes, Miss M Wright, Mr P Button, Mr M Arnold, Mr R Leach, Mrs T Townend, Cllr P Ashdown and Cllr B Poole, 5 Parishioners were present.

2. Apologies: Mr J Nichols and PCSO S Kershaw

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 17th February 2014 and 17th March 2014 were approved and signed.

4. Declaration of interests: No interests were declared


5. Clerks Report
Clerk reported that she attended the Northern Parishes meeting last week at which the following may be of interest to those present:-
Corton have decided to participate in the Neighbourhood planning scheme, they are also going ahead with the outdoor Adult fitness equipment at Oulton Community Centre.
Lound reported that the old Lothingland School is going to become an Adult Education Centre.
Somerleyton discussed their plans for Community Transport following the cancelling of bus routes, and it was reported that the batteries in the Speed Camera need replacing for which our contribution will be £45.40.
The Clerk raised the topic of the Annual Meeting scheduled for May and the reading of annual reports which normally takes place.  Following a discussion it was agreed to write to all parties and request annual reports and to advise that these reports would be placed on the website and only read out at the meeting if the society/group wished to do so. 

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:
A parishioner raised the issue of parking along Church Lane during school times and whether or not there were further plans to be put in place.  
ACTION ITEM: Cllr Ashdown & Cllr Poole said proposals to put double yellow lines and to convert the bus stop to a 10 minute dropping zone had been made and they would obtain a progress report for next meeting.

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors)
Rod Leech asked if any progress had been made with regard to “Slow” signs on road along Market Lane.

Glenis Soanes reported that the residents of 76 The Street were leaving their wheelie bins such that they cause an obstruction to the Footpath.
ACTION ITEM: Chairman G Wade said he would talk to the owner and request that they move their bins more promptly after they have been emptied.

Glenis Soanes also reported that the resident of 79 The Street had received a Dog Barking leaflet anonymously through the mail.  The resident said that they would much rather the person with the complaint had spoken to them directly.

Glenis Soanes raised concerned about the pothole on the entrance to Village Hall.  Cllr Ashdown confirmed that as this was actually on the path it was the responsibility of either Highways or Waveney and that he would pursue.

Brian Shelton reported that the CSW gun required re-calibration and we would be sharing the cost with the other parishes who used it.

Brian Shelton report on the Play Park – The roundabout has been refurbished and is ready for collection.  Cllr Button offered to collect it.  The vandalised bench and been repaired and replaced.  Brian Shelton reported that a lot of the timber posts needed replacing and this was a cause of concern in terms of cost, liability and time.  Following a discussion IT WAS AGREED THAT Cllr Ashdown would talk to The Communities Team who recommended the equipment and who are responsible for play equipment in the area and get their views on the best way forward.

Mick Straw reported that a property along The Street had chopped down an Elderberry Bush leaving debris on footpath.
ACTION ITEM: Chairman G Wade to find out address of property.

Graham Wade asked on behalf of Blundeston in Bloom if fruit tress could be planted in the long grass area of the Millennium green.  This was agreed by those present.

8. Police Report (PCSO Sue Kershaw, read in her absence)
There are no crimes reported for either parishes of Flixton and Blundeston.  Sue reported that she has patrolled the area of Pickwick Way reference to parking issues on the junction.  One vehicle was parked near to the junction but no offences; advisory ticket was issued to park further away from Pickwick Way Junction.  As raised from the last parish meeting, vehicles are being parked near the village hall entrance Sue has patrolled the area and there were no issues when patrolled. There have been a few vehicles parked in Hall Lane but again no offences therefore no tickets issued.  Sue also reported that she has patrolled Church Road during school time and has issued one ticket for parking in a “no waiting” area.

The next priority setting meeting for the North SNT will be held at Corton Pavilion Mills Drive on Tuesday 1st July 2014 at 6.30pm.  Councillors and police will be in attendance for any issues residents may wish to raise, police related or not.  C.S.W .continues to give up their valuable spare time to advise drivers of their speed. Mr Reeder from Flixton is retiring from the position of NHW co-ordinator, he has held his position for many years and on behalf of Suffolk Constabulary, Sue would like to thank him for his efforts and time to this worthwhile crime prevention post.

9. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown)
Cllr Ashdown reported that Colin Law has already arranged for a website page for the Blundeston Prison site which will be regularly updated, and that there is a site meeting on 8th May at which members from the Planning Dept, MoJ and agent Jones Lang LeSalle will attend.  He confirmed that it was clear from the public meeting held on 12th April that most people were in favour of the site being sold in several lots rather than one lot to enable more control on the future use/building.  He also confirmed that a request had been made to the MoJ to give the properties external to the actual site (Governor’s house, officers’ quarters and social club to WDC to enable them to bring them back into use.  Cllr Ashdown also conveyed an apology from Waveney Norse regarding the £25 deposit levied on the litter pick equipment borrowed in March.

10. County Councillors Report: (Cllr B Poole)
Cllr Poole reported that he would chase outstanding issues including, Market Lane/A12 entrance, verge maintenance and flooding in Jay Lane.  

11. Planning
A planning application from Mr & Mrs Francis of Wilmar, Market Lane for construction of a replacement dwelling was reviewed and following a discussion it was agreed to refuse the application on the grounds that the proposed development was not in keeping with the village scene.
.
12. Website
Glenis Soanes reported that the website was out of date and needed reviewing.  John Nichols, who was not present at meeting, had reported that he was happy for someone to take over the maintenance of it.  Glenis Soanes expressed an interest in taking it over.  Chairman G Wade to talk to John Nichols.

13. Finances: The following finances were approved
Mrs S Jermy – Clerks Salary £146.09 paid by Standing Order
Community Action Suffolk – Membership £30.00
WJ Jermy & Sons Ltd – Playing Field Rent £300.00
SALC Subscription - £378.00
AON Insurance - £2927.11
SOLD – Roundabout repair £435

Internet Banking
Following a change in legislation, the Clerk said her job would be made easier if she was able to access the bank accounts on line and to make transfers between accounts.  Following a discussion it was agreed not to have internet banking.

14. Correspondence
	E-mail
	Streetlife – Can you help your neighbours to connect?

Community Action Suffolk – Mental Health Consultation

Community Action Suffolk – Patient carer and Community event

Suffolk CC – Smarter Choices Newsletter

SALC – Draft Transparency Code for P&PC with a turnover not exceeding £25,000

WDC – Electoral services newsletter

WDC – Suffolk Housing Survey

BBC one – Suffolk Travel

SALC – New Policy Consultation – Proposal to use a Legislative Reform

Rural Services Network – Rural Sounding Board

Community Action Suffolk – Lowestoft Prince’s Trust Team 10 – Recruitment

Coffee Caravan – RCCIP Forthcoming AGM

SALC – Village of the Year

	Post
	Waveney Norse – Litter Action – Spring Clean Suffolk 2014

Community Action Suffolk – Membership Renewal

Suffolk Wildlife Trust – Easter Activity Days

Grounds Tidy – Specialist Vegetation Control

The Local Councillor


	
	


15. Any other Business
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 19th May 2014.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40 pm
