MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 18th March 2013
1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-chairman), Mr P Button, Mr B Shelton, Mr M Straw, Mrs T Townend, Miss M Wright, Mr M Arnold, Cllr P Ashdown and 4 parishioners were present.

2. Apologies:  J Nichols, Mrs G Soanes, R Leach, Cllr M Barnard, PSCO S Kershaw

3. New Councillor – Graham Wade welcomed Martin Arnold to the Parish Council.

4. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18th February 2013 were approved and signed.

5. Declaration of interests: No interests were declared.

6. Clerk’s Report – Clerk confirmed that new bank mandate was in place

7. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:
Parishioner requested that Parish Council meeting dates were placed in Hexagon magazine.  In addition events like Litter Pick could also be added.
ACTION ITEM: M Wright will send contact e-mail for Hexagon magazine to Clerk who will arrange for meeting dates to be entered.
Parishioner also mentioned the problem of dog waste in the village.  It was agreed that the worst areas would be reported to WDC via their website, to see if they would be prepared to supply Dog bins.  Paul Ashdown agreed to contact Andrew Reynolds, Environmental health to seek their assistance.  Paul also suggested that S106 money may be allowed to purchase dog bins. 
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to investigate.
Parishioner also reported the appalling state of the Litter found round the skate park during the Litter Pick and the amount of litter in the ditch adjacent to park.  Ten sacks of rubbish were collected from this area.
ACTION ITEM: It was agreed to monitor the situation of litter round the skate park on a regular basis against the amount of usage it gets.  It was also suggested that an entry in the Hexagon requesting that the facility is respected may help.

8. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors): 
M Wright asked if there had been any progress re flooding of entrance to Village Hall.  G Wade reported that it was an Agenda item at the next Village Hall Management Committee meeting.

S Rees thanked all those who helped with the litter pick stating 45 sacks of rubbish had been collected.  He also thanked Waveney for providing equipment and collecting rubbish.

T Townend commented on the poor positioning of the new speed restriction signs near the school, however it was decided that as there very strict rules on positioning of signs in relation to the restrictions it was unlikely anything could be done.

P Button reported that he had attended the review of the plans for the new spine road.  The main issue seemed to be the lack of a roundabout where the road joins the A12.  It was agreed that he forward his concerns to Colin Law.

B Sheldon again reported the amount of dirt on the road near the new housing development, which still continues to be an issue despite the developer having made some attempts to keep it clean.  Comment was made that the number of cars parked on the road at all times makes it very difficult to clean. 
He also reported that he had repaired the tennis net wind mechanism and confirmed that a lock had been placed on the gate to the Green and provided three keys.  B Sheldon, G Wade & P Button each have a key.

M Arnold reported that the ditches along Lound Road needed clearing as they were causing flooding and would report to Suffolk County Council, Highways Dept.  He also reported that Freethorpe have a defibrillator and trained volunteers to use it.  It was suggested that he look into this further, but it was generally felt that the cost of the equipment and training may be prohibitive.

G Wade reported that we have c£2.3K of S106 monies and requested that £500 be allocated to wild flowers on the millennium Green.  This was approved by those present.  The state of the footpath on the Millennium Green was also discussed and it was decided to ask J Nichols to investigate what type of surface we are allowed to put down and how much this could cost.  Councillors were also requested to think of other ways to utilise the money which must be spent on Parks and Open Spaces, and it was noted that the deadline for using the money was November 2015.


9. Police Report (in her absence)


There were no crimes for Flixton and two for Blundeston.  One minor wound without intent and one made off without payment from a taxi that had driven from south Lowestoft.

The parking restriction lines have been painted at on Church Road and come into effect on 22nd March 2013

10. District Councillors Report: 

Cllr Paul Ashdown has been in touch with Mike Ling at Highways regarding the flooding in Queensway and efforts are being sort to remedy the matter once and for all.  He hopes the village litter pick went well despite the weather over the weekend. 

WDC will be going into purdah as from 21st March until after Suffolk County Council Elections on 2nd May, however he expects to be at the April meeting of The PC

11. County Councillors Report: 
No report provided

12. Planning:.
No Plans for review
Planning approvals received
Mr Dockree & Miss Wilson, Const. of front & rear single storey ext.
Mr & Mrs George, Const. of building for agricultural purposes
Mr & Mrs K Blowers, Const. of single storey ext.
Tredwell Developments, Const. of 14 No. houses & ass. works

13. Finances: The following finances were approved
Mrs S Jermy – Clerks Salary & Expenses £154.58
Mr J Nichols – Broadband Allowance £25.00

14. 
Correspondence

	E-mail
	SCC – Preview of Lowestoft Northern Spine Road

Suffolk Coastal – Fit Villages Match update

Suffolk Acre – Cheaper energy bills

Clive Ffitch – Roads

Paul Douch, AHS PC – Resource Mapping

SALC – Waveney Area Meeting

SALC – Minutes of Area Meeting

Rural Services – Call for Evidence

SALC – Section 137 Expenditure

Suffolk Coastal – Organising a Community Event – Funding & Support

SALC – Leadership Skills Course

WDC – Local Development Framework Summary Leaflet

Highways – Entrance to Blundeston Village Hall

SCC – Prohibition & Restriction of Waiting Order

SALC – Quality Council Status Scheme

Suffolk Acre – Neighbourhood Plan

Discover Suffolk – Suffolk Walking Festival

SALC – Latest LAIS LAIS1349 Over a Year of Localism

C Ffitch - Roads

	Post
	WDC – Guide to Waveney Local Development Framework

Community Action Suffolk – Transition

BDO – Audit Briefing 2013


15. Any Other Business

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35 pm
