MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 16th March 2015
1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr B Shelton, Mr P Button, Mrs J Hetherington, Mrs G Soanes, Miss M Wright, Mr R Leach, Cllr P Ashdown, and 5 Parishioners were present.

2. Apologies: Mrs T Townend, PCSO S Kershaw

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 16th February 2015 were approved and signed.

4. Declaration of interests: P Button said that whilst he had no interest in the buildings subject to the planning application from Badger Builders, to be discussed later, he did farm the land adjacent to them.

5. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:
A parishioner thanked Cllr P Ashdown for arranging for the white lines to be painted on the roads around the village.

6. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors)

S Rees thanked all those who helped with the Litter Pick at the weekend, although numbers were small, the whole village was cleared.  M Wright was thanked for refreshments and Cllr P Ashdown for arranging the street cleaner.

J Nichols reported that members of the Community Payback scheme have worked on the Millennium Green, clearing the paths and scrub land including trimming around the pond.  There is a heap of debris and some logs.  P Button offered to clear debris away provided help was forthcoming.  Simon Lewis was thanked for providing toilet facilities. 

Reported on behalf of T Townend – Classic motorbike show is to be held at The Plough on Sunday 3rd May from noon, this will be based on the same format as last year and proceeds will go to the East Anglia Air Ambulance.

G Wade reported that at parishioner has complained about the number of motor bikes roaring round The Loke off Market Lane, whilst she has reported this to the Police via the 101 service she is requesting a “No Motor Bikes” sign be erected.  P Button offered to put up a sign.

G Wade also reported that he had received a letter complaining about the state of the approach to the village via the B1375.  Much of this was felt to be due to the work on the new road and it was agreed to review this once the road was finished.

B Shelton reported on the damage moles were causing to the play park, it was suggested that he contact Chris Levett (WDC parks & gardens) for advice.

B Shelton reported that we have been given a Speed Watch sign by the Police to display.  He also reported that following complaints of speeding in Market Lane and The Plough area, speed watches have been conducted and only recorded 1 speeding vehicle doing 32mph.


7. Ditch/Flooding Market Lane
A parishioner thanked the council for getting the ditch dug, and the contractor was praised for the excellent job that had been done levelling the spoil, which in due course should be able to be grassed over.  There was a remaining issue of clearing some sludge, David Jermy had been approached and it has been agreed that Kevin Jones would complete this work.  A health and safety issue was raised due to the depth of the ditch, it was stated that other ditches of this depth are not uncommon and the work that had been done was to the specification laid down by Anglian Water and therefore any issues arising should be forwarded to them.

8. Police Report (Report read in absence of PCSO S Kershaw)
One theft related crime in Blundeston.

9. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown)
Cllr P Ashdown reported that he had had a meeting with the Chief Constable and Police Commissioner at which he reported the many issues that have been raised by the Parish Council and Parishioners including, lack of response to 101 calls, parking on pavements and around the school, heavy vehicles on A1074.  He also discussed the proposed 40mph speed limit between Blundeston and Somerleyton which needs to be requested by a County Councillor.  Cllr L Jacklin said he would make this request.  The proposed speed limit between Oulton and Park Hill was also discussed, both Cllr Jacklin & Poole have requested this but asked for a formal letter from the Parish Council in order to progress issue.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to write to Cllr Jacklin & Poole and make request.

10. County Councillor Report
Cllr Jacklin reported that when the new road is open a Traffic Survey will be held and once the results are analysed traffic calming and speed reduction measures will be recommended.
Cllr Poole reported that a feasibility study was to be done on the possibility of purchasing land opposite the school for a lay-by.  Following a discussion on this issue, it was agreed that this was a waste of tax payer’s money as this would not solve the parking problem at the school and that only real solution was to move the school onto the Prison Site.  Both Cllr Jacklin & Cllr Poole agreed to approach Lisa Chambers of Suffolk County Council and raise this issue.

11. Planning
Plan approved by Sub-Committee prior to meeting:-
Mr Stephen Shipley, 11 The Street – Construction of 2 storey rear extension
The following plan was reviewed and it was decided that more detailed information was required before a decision could be made:-
Badger Building (E.Anglia) Ltd – Prior Notification (Change of Use) – Conversion of barn to residential

12. Blundeston Prison Site
Cllr Ashdown stated that no enquires had been made to the planning department regarding the prison site.

13. Election of Blundeston Charity Trustees
J Nichols stated that having read the trust deed anyone could be elected as trustee and that they do not have to live in the Parish.  He also confirmed that two of the current trustees have stood down leaving two vacancies.  Julia Hetherington was proposed by Paul Button and seconded by Melanie Wright and Glenis Soanes was proposed by Rod Leach and seconded by Melanie Wright.  Both were elected as trustees to serve for 4 years.


14. Parish Council Election
The Clerk explained the election process for the coming election. M Wright agreed for her house to be used as a base.  The Clerk will deliver the nomination papers upon receipt on or around the 23rd March and inform Councillors that they are ready to collect.  The Councillors should complete papers and return them to M Wright.  The Clerk will then collect and hand deliver the completed nomination papers to The Town Hall prior to the deadline of 9th April 2015.  If more nominations are received than positions available an election will be held.

15. Finances: The following finances were approved
Ms S Wells – Clerks Salary £149.29 paid by Standing Order
Ms S Wells – Clerks Expenses £64.81, made up as follows:-
     - £30 telephone allowance Jan – March (£10 per month)
     - £31.61 Stationery – Printer cartridges, Stamps & Envelopes
     - £3.20 salary balance for January as Standing Order instruction not received
Mr J Nichols – Broadband Allowance - £25.00

16. Correspondence
	E-mail

	SALC – Waveney area Meeting

NCC – Initial Consultation on the Silica Sand Single Issue Review of the Norfolk Minerals Site Specific Allocations Plan

SCC – Travel Information – Northern Spine Road
John Burford – Highways England to take over motorways and major A roads
SCC – Temporary closure of part of U3013 Pound Lane, Blundeston between 16/3/15 & 19/3/15




17. Any other Business
The next meeting is scheduled for 20th April 2015

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50p.m.
