MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 17th March 2014
1. Present:- Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr B Shelton, Mr M Straw, Mrs G Soanes, Miss M Wright, Mr P Button, Mr M Arnold, Mr R Leach, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr L Jacklin, and 6  parishioners were present.

2. Apologies: Mr G Wade, J Nichols, Mrs T Townend, PCSO S Kershaw

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 17th February 2014 were carried over to be approved at the next meeting.

4. Declaration of interests: No interests were declared


5. Clerks Report
Receipt of £108 from Section 106 monies, which is refund of posts for Play Park and VAT refund of £294.57.

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:
A parishioner commented on the wooden posts around the Pound and enquired if there would be rope/chain between the posts.  B Shelton confirmed that the work was not yet completed and that there would be rope between the posts.

A parishioner also commented that cars were continuing to park in the no parking areas around the school.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to mention this again to PCSO Kershaw

A parishioner commented on the successful litter pick round the village the previous weekend but was disappointed with the equipment provided, which did not include rings for the plastic bags or gloves.  B Shelton stated that when he collected the equipment from Waveney District Council it had not been booked and that a £25 deposit was requested.  Fortunately all items were returned.  Following a discussion it was agreed to look into purchasing our own litter picking equipment (pickers & rings).
ACTION ITEM: Paul Ashdown to get price for 20 off.

A parishioner commented that the dates for Parish Council meetings were not on the website.
ACTION ITEM: J Nichols to update website.

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors)
M Straw again commented on the verges along Market Lane.  Verges at Short Road/Market were raised by M Wright and those along Lound Road by M Arnold.  R Leach also commented on the state of the Market Lane/A12 slip road.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr L Jacklin offered to raise these issues with Highways Dept.

M Straw also reported that cars were continuing to park near Pickwick Drive junction.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to inform PCSO Sue Kershaw

G Soanes reported that she had received a quote of £7,200 for the resurfacing of the entrance/exit to the Village Hall, which was clearly outside of the funds available to either the Village Hall or Parish Council.  (See Cllr Paul Ashdown’s report below)

B Shelton provided an update on the Play Park Equipment stating that the roundabout was near completion, one of the play features had a rotten post and he recommended that all posts be replaced, that one of the picnic tables had been totally destroyed but he had managed to find all the pieces, repair, paint it and return it to park.  B Shelton said that any assistance with repairs would be welcome.  Clerk confirmed that no report from RoSPA had been received to date and it was suggested that any further criminal damage be reported to the Police.  
B Shelton reported that letters regarding the Cold Calling Zone had been delivered to all addresses in Meadowlands outlining the intentions of Suffolk Trading Standards officers.  They had attended several households to gain opinions and consent to eventually installing a “No Cold Calling Zone” sign at the entrance to Meadowlands, and to issue information packs and window stickers.
B Shelton thanked all those who helped with the litter pick and was sad to report that one parishioner had her bike stolen from outside the Village Hall on the day of the pick.

8. Police Report (PCSO Sue Kershaw, read in her absence)
Sue was pleased to report no crimes were recorded for either parishes of Blundeston or Flixton for the month of February.

9. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown)
Cllr P Ashdown reported that he had visited the village along with Peter Aldous (MP), M Bee (Leader of Suffolk CC) emphasising the problems encountered in the village including, verges, parking, speeding, pot holes and discussed the prison site.
He also reported that following discussions regarding the entrance/exit to the Village Hall, it had been felt that the dropped kerb needed to be widened in addition to the resurfacing and that this was the responsibility of the Highways dept and not the Parish Council.

10. County Councillors Report: (Cllr L Jacklin)
Cllr L Jacklin said that he had nothing additional to report.

11. Planning
The following plan was reviewed and approved:-
Mr Simon Tate, The Rectory, Market Lane, Blundeston – Construction of detached timber and tile garage/garden store.
Planning Refusals received from WDC:-
Mr & Mrs Browne – 57 The Street, Blundeston - Construction of a first floor extension over existing conservatory.  Reason – The proposed first floor extension over the sunroom will have a materially adverse impact on light and outlook for the rear facing windows on the adjacent property.
Mr Shaun Freeman – The Oaks, Lound Road, Blundeston – Construction of single storey front and first floor side extensions.  Reason – The first floor extension to the side of the existing first floor is considered overbearing in its impact on the neighbouring property “The Retreat” where the extensive two storey bulk will harm outlook.

12. Blundeston Prison Site
M Wright summarised the meeting held on 3/3/14 to discuss the future disposal and development of the site (full minutes available on request).  There are still several issues outstanding including what exactly is included in the sale (farm, officers’ mess/social club, governor’s house), will the site be cleared, and issues regarding asbestos.  The following possible options were discussed:
- Development for purely residential use (this option not supported by those present)
- Existing astro-turf pitch be retained for use of village
- Move the school onto site
- Mixed use of site including a care/residential home
- Existing farm site used to provide allotments for villagers
- Prison workshops utilised to provide small industrial/workshop units.
IT WAS AGREED that a public meeting be arranged to allow villagers to comment on the above or provide additional ideas.  This meeting has been set for Saturday 12th April 2014 at 10.00 a.m. in the Village Hall.  Peter Aldous MP will be invited to attend.

13. Finances: The following finances were approved
Mrs S Jermy – Clerks Salary £146.09 paid by Standing Order
Mrs S Jermy – Clerks Expenses £30.00 (Telephone £10 per month)
J Nichols – Broadband Expenses £25.00
14. Correspondence
	E-mail
	Community Action Suffolk – Locality Networking Meetings

WDC – Draft Playing Pitch & Outdoor Sports Facilities Strategy

SALC – The Big Allotment Challenge

SALC – Precept Grant

SCF – Funding available from Sport Relief Community Cash

UK Power Networks: Council’s Newsletter and the Power of Giving

WDC – World of Planning – Dates for your diaries

Suffolk Community Foundation grants – apply now
Age UK – Telephone Befriending in Rural Waveney

SALC – Repeal of S150 (5) of the Local Government Act 1972

Police & Crime Commissioner Public Meetings 2014

SALC – Cheques and other financial matters

Community Action Suffolk – Wheels 2 Work

Broads Authority – Consultation on the proposed changes to the Broads Authority Sites Specifics Local Plan following Examination in Public Hearings

SALC – Proposed infrastructure A14 changes – Cambridge – Huntingdon

Suffolk Preservation Society - Update

	
	


15. Any other Business
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 14th April 2014.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm
