MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 15th February 2016
1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr B Shelton, Mrs J Hetherington, Mr P Button, M Straw, Mr R leech, Miss M Wright, Mr K Blowers, Cllr P Ashdown and 14 Parishioners were present.

2. Apologies: G Soanes, PCSO S Kershaw


3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 18th January 2016 were approved and signed.

4. Declaration of interests: No declarations of interest were received.

5. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:
A parishioner enquired about the problems with the pond collapsing in and flooding issues.  It was stated that despite repeated contacts, no response had been received from Anglian Water.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown to contact Mark Kerridge and Peter Aldous MP and to request continued pressure on Anglian Water.

6. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors)
R Leech reported a pot hole in The Street but agreed to log it on Suffolk County Council’s Website.  He also complained about dog mess at the gate at the front of his house.
It was suggested that he try and get evidence to enable further action to be taken against the dog’s owner.

M Straw reported that some repairs had been completed on A12 and queried why the slip road had not been repaired at the same time.
ACTION ITEM:  Cllr P Ashdown to contact Highways Agency

M Straw also reported that some people had been stranded because no busses were running due to the closure of Short Road but no announcement had been made.
ACTION ITEM:  Clerk to e-mail Anglian Busses, Cllr Bert Poole & Cllr Len Jacklin.

M Wright requested that it was noted that all the necessary electrical work to the Village Hall had been completed, in addition she requested that contact was made with Anglian Busses to see if they have reviewed the possible change of route through the village of some of their direct bus services.
ACTION ITEM:  Clerk to contact Anglian Busses.

J Nichols requested clarification as to whether or not the contents of the Green Bins, which were now going to cost £42 per annum, was to be recycled or just sent to land fill.
ACTION ITEM:  Cllr P Ashdown to investigate and report.

J Hetherington reported on two fly tipping issues that had been reported and cleared.

P Button reported that the hedgerow on the Park Hill road needs to be cut back and that he was happy to do this if given permission.  In addition he reported that the barriers around the roundabout were rotten and needed replacing and that the footpath sign opposite the prison had broken off.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown to report all of the above to the relevant authorities.

7. Police Report (PCSO S Kershaw read in her absence)
PCSO S Kershaw is pleased to report there were no recorded crimes for either parish for the month of January.  She attended Church Road for parking issues but found none whilst on patrol.  The C.S.W were present on Hall Road and reported vehicles speeding.

8. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown)
Cllr P Ashdown reported on his meeting with the Crime Commissioner where he expressed the concerns that rural areas were being neglected.  He confirmed that if the Parish Council need the presence of a Police officer to attend a specific meeting then one would attend.  He also reported that there was no further news to report regarding the Prison Site.

9. County Councillors Report (Cllrs L Jacklin & B Poole)
No reports available

10. Planning
Planning Application refused prior to meeting
Mr & Mrs Herridge - Construction of a replacement house with detached garage
Recommendations of Blundeston and Flixton Parish Council:
The proposed main dwelling area is acceptable but we are not prepared to agree to the positioning of the detached double garage at the front of the plot. As a consequence we refuse the application until the positioning of the garage can be resolved to our satisfaction.
Reasons for refusal:
We consider the position of the double garage to be completely unacceptable. It has a serious impact and detrimental effect on the ‘street scene’ in what is an otherwise attractive mixed property entrance to the village.  The double garage is positioned at the front edge of this large plot, immediately adjacent to the road and presents an ugly blank wall to the road.  The original garage on this plot was positioned alongside the detached bungalow and set well back from the road. This is a very large plot and there is ample space to position this double garage adjacent to the proposed dwelling on the east side. This would be acceptable to the Parish Council and would represent a more sensitive solution in relation to this rural street scene.

11. Finances: 
Expenditure: Ashby, Herringfleet & Somerleyton Parish Council – Training - £30.20


12. Grass Verge Outside Village Hall
It was reported that damage was being caused to the grass verge due to cars parking on it and the poor state of the entrance to the Village Hall.  It was agreed to get some signs made up requesting cars not to park on the verge.
ACTION ITEM: K Blowers to source
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown to investigate who is responsible for the repair of the entrance.

13. Play Park Sub-Committee
B Shelton explained that the existing timber based play equipment needed replacing and a sub-committee was to be formed to raise money and to decide what new equipment would be purchased.  5 Volunteers agreed to join the committee.  Cllr P Ashdown stated there may be some funding assistance available from WDC, in addition to Locality Budget and £10K of S106 monies to start the fund.

14. Correspondence
	E-mail

	SCC – Temporary Traffic Order

WDC – Women’s Cycling tour 2016

SCC – Highways Matters, a Survey

WDC – Draft Cycle Strategy – Give your views

SCC – Temporary Closure part of Short Road Blundeston
SALC – Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments

SALC – Subscription & Membership

Broads Authority – Your Broads – Your view

SCC – Suffolk’s year of walking

Highways – Flooding problem outside Village Hall
	

	
	
	



15. Any other Business
The next meeting is scheduled for 21st March 2016 at 7.30pm

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.10p.m.
