MINUTES

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting

Held on Monday 16th February 2015
1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr B Shelton, Mr P Button, Mrs J Hetherington, Mrs G Soanes, Miss M Wright, Mr M Straw, Mr R Leach, Mrs T Townend, Cllr P Ashdown, and 6 Parishioners were present.

2. Apologies: PCSO S Kershaw

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 19th January 2015 were approved and signed.

4. Declaration of interests: Mrs T Townend declared an interest in the planning application


5. Clerks Report
Simon Lewis has informed the Clerk that there should be a sign up at Wickfield Close in the next couple of weeks.

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:

A parishioner reported on the atrocious car parking situation at the School and that the Blundeston & Flixton WI had started a petition to ask for something to be done, which will be sent to the relevant authorities on completion.

A parishioner reported that there are a lot of speeding cars on Market Lane, and it was noted that the volume of traffic has increased due to local road works.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to report to PCSO S Kershaw.  B Shelton will also see if Community Speed Watch can place the flashing speed indicator in the area.

It was also reported that white lines on road near Barkis Meadow had not been repainted.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown to report to Keith Sampson

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors)
S Rees requested that a date be set for a litter pick around the village.  It was agreed that it would take place on Saturday 14th March 2015 at 9.30a.m..  It was noted that there is a £25 deposit for litter picking equipment.
ACTION ITEMS: Clerk to place posters on notice boards.  Cllr P Ashdown to reserve litter picking equipment.  B Shelton to collect and return litter picking equipment.

M Straw again raised the damage to the verges and width of Market Lane.  
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown confirmed that he had been told that nothing would happen until the road was resurfaced, this was also the case with the A12 slip roads, however he would discuss the issue with the Police as a safety issue.

M Straw reported that bagged dog mess was still being thrown into the hedges.

M Straw also reported that the Market Lane footpath needed resurfacing.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to report to Rights of Way Officer.

J Nichols reported that a large log had been placed on the verge near No 7 The Hedgerows.
ACTION ITEM: Cllr P Ashdown to report to Waveney Norse and request removal.

J Nichols gave a report on the website, stating areas that were up-to-date, those that needed updating and links to other societies in and around the village.

G Soanes reported that a number of cars were parking on the pavement around the village in particular Lound Road and The Street.  Cllr P Ashdown suggested that photos and or Registration Numbers were taken and reported to police.
ACTION ITEM: Clerk to inform PCSO S Kershaw

B Shelton thanked P Button and all those who helped with the clear up in the Barkis Meadow area on 1st February.

B Shelton also reported on the number of mole hills on the Children’s Play Park.  It was decided that it would be too expensive to remove/destroy them.

8. Police Report (Report read in absence of PCSO S Kershaw)
There was one recorded crime for the parish, this was criminal damage.  In and around rural North Lowestoft there has been thefts from garages and sheds, tools and fishing equipment have been taken, Suffolk Police remind residents to lock and secure items of high value in a more secure area. If residents witnesses persons or vehicles acting suspiciously, please ring 101 asking for Suffolk Police.


9. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown)
Cllr Ashdown reported that WDC were currently preparing for the election, and that there was a meeting next week to finalise the budget which was likely to show no change from previous year.

10. Planning
The following plan was reviewed and approved:-
Mr G Cooper, Construction of detached house and garage (plot 2) – Kondinin, Church Road
Approvals Received:-
Mr D Earle, 4 Meadowlands – TPO 330 – T5 Sycamore – Reduce branches overhanding garden back to suitable laterals
Mr R Leach, 12 The Street – TPO 388 – 1 x Oak rear garden – Reduce and shape crown to previous pruning points.


11. Blundeston Prison Site
Cllr Ashdown reported that the planning department had not been approached by any parties interested in the site to date.  J Nichols suggested that Peter Coleby be made aware of availability of the workshops on the site.


12. Ditch/Flooding – Market Lane
Two quotes for the clearing and excavation of the ditch were produced to the meeting.  Discussions were held on whether or not to proceed and a vote was held.  A majority were in favour of the ditch clearance and that the job should be awarded to Trevor Aldis.  It was also agreed that funds offered as per previous meeting from Suffolk County Council, Waveney District Council, Locality Budget should be accepted to reduce the amount of Section 106 money required.
ACTION ITEMS:  G Wade to request Trevor Aldis commence work as per his quote of £2,360 + VAT.  Cllr P Ashdown to source required pipe.  Clerk to inform K Cooper that ditch is to be cleared.


13. Blundeston Charity Trustees
J Nichols reported that the trust has four Trustees who are appointed by the Parish Council. Every two years, two of the four trustees are re-elected.  This election is overdue and therefore a notice has been issued stating that the election/re-election of two trustees will take place at the next Parish Council meeting on 16th March.  The remaining two trustees who are J Nichols and G Wade would stand for re-election in two years’ time.  A copy of the notice giving full details of who is eligible to stand is available on request from the Clerk.

14. Finances: The following finances were approved
Standing Order to be signed for Clerks Salary as Barclays Bank did not receive previous letter signed in December.
Ms S Wells – Clerks Salary £149.29 paid by Standing Order
Sunrise Installations Ltd – Village Hall Porch - £140 + VAT


15. Correspondence
	E-mail

	SALC – Would you be prepared to pay 6p* a week more for policing?

SALC – Section 137 Expenditure

Cllr Graham Newman – Flooding Information

SALC – Suffolk Engagement Event 10th Feb 2015

Broads Authority – Stakeholder Survey Results

SALC – Automatic Precept Referendums

SALC – Transparency Code – Smaller Authorities

SCC – Education & Learning Infrastructure Plan




16. Any other Business
The next meeting is scheduled for 16th March 2015

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55p.m.
